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Criminal Law
THIRD EDITION

David C. Brody, JD, PhD and James R. Acker, JD, PhD

NEW TO THIS EDITION

A majority of the material carried over from the Second Edition to this Third Edition was revised to include updated and relevant information. A new chapter, “Crimes Against Public Order and Security,” has been added.
Chapter 1     Introduction to the Study of Criminal Law

Chapter 2     Constitutional Limits on the Definition and Punishment of Crimes
· New discussion of life imprisonment without parole for juveniles, as addressed by the Supreme Court in Graham v. Florida (2010) and Miller v. Alabama (2012), as well as the court of appeals decision in Bunch v. Smith (6th Cir. 2012).
· New discussion of the First Amendment and offensive speech issues addressed by the Supreme Court related to the Westboro Baptist Church protest activities at funerals: Synder v. Phelps (2011).
· New discussion of the Supreme Court’s application of the Commerce Clause in addressing the Affordable Care Act in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012).
· New references related to Lawrence v. Texas.
· Updated crime statistics in Table 2-1.

Chapter 3     The General Elements of Crimes
· Expanded material on case law and statutory developments regarding Good Samaritan laws and culpable omissions.
· Material updates on “causation” involving alleged forgery of a document indicating that a hospital patient did not wish to be resuscitated, leading to the patient's death.

Chapter 4     Justification Defenses

· New discussion about Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” self-defense law. Examination of the prosecution of George Zimmerman for the shooting death of Trayvon Martin and Zimmerman's acquittal by reason of self-defense.

· New hypothetical scenario involving the castle doctrine and duty to retreat.

Chapter 5     Excuse Defenses
· New discussion of mass shootings committed by individuals with long histories of mental illness, including the shooting of Gabrielle Giffords; the school shootings in Newtown, Connecticut; and the Colorado "Batman" movie shootings involving James Holmes.

· New discussion of mistake of fact. 

Chapter 6     Criminal Homicide

· New discussion about “shaken baby syndrome” and its relationship with felony murder.

· New discussion about the retreat from common law felony murder in several jurisdictions.

· New discussion about homicide prosecutions based on criminal recklessness or negligence involving parents’ reliance on prayer instead of traditional medical intervention and the death of their children. Examination of deaths caused by the alleged negligent placement of a construction crane in New York City.

· Examination of the criminal homicide prosecution of a Philadelphia physician for performing “late-term abortions” on viable fetuses and/or for killing babies who had been born alive.

Chapter 7     Rape and Sexual Assault
· Updated crime statistics on sexual assault are provided.

· New discussion on how sexual assault cases are adjudicated before college disciplinary committees, including important differences between the college context and criminal prosecutions.

· New discussion about rape committed by fraud.

Chapter 8     Other Crimes Against the Person

· New discussion on cyberstalking.
· New examination as to what constitutes a dangerous or deadly weapon.

Chapter 9     Property Crimes and Crimes Against Habitation
· New section on cybercrime and computer offenses.

· New case presented: United States v. Rodriguez (11th Cir. 2010).

· New section on identity theft.

Chapter 10     Crimes Against Public Order and Security

· New chapter examines crimes involving disorderly conduct, firearms, gangs, and terrorism.
Chapter 11     Liability for the Conduct of Another
· New case presented: People v. Beeman (Cal. 1984).
· Enhanced coverage of mens rea requirement for accomplice liability.
Chapter 12     Inchoate Crimes
· Modification of section discussing actus reus of attempt.

· New case presented: People v. Lehnert (Colo. 2007).
New to the Third Edition
In preparing this Third Edition, we set out to strengthen the core feature of the book, the direct presentation of case law, while making pedagogical-based changes stemming from the feedback we received from our students and colleagues over the past eight 
years.  

As an initial step in developing this Third Edition, we reviewed each case contained the Second Edition with an eye toward continued validity, mode of presentation, and over inclusion of unnecessary portions of opinions. Based on this review, a number of changes were made to the how specific topics covered in the Second Edition were presented in this Third Edition. In some instances the judicial opinion was reedited to read better and remove unnecessary dicta or verbiage.

A number of pedagogical features contained in the Third Edition have been maintained and enhanced:
· To help students and instructors focus on the main themes and points presented in each chapter, bulleted chapter objectives are provided at the beginning of individual chapters.

· To help students retain the definition of key terms, a glossary is included that explains key terms contained in judicial opinions and supplemental text.

· To assist students in developing their critical thinking skills and grasping the material, a number of review questions are presented at the end of each chapter.

This new edition of the text was prepared to facilitate and encourage students and instructors to make use of the wealth of information available on the Internet. With this in mind, we have developed a website containing additional case materials, updated case law, links to unedited Supreme Court opinions and oral arguments, and links to current events related to the text.
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