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Foreword

This world, for many, presents a hungry quest to “get ahead,” and
ethics is not always the first consideration in any given scenario. Lines
once starkly black have faded to gray. Why do you suppose that is?
Confronted with ethical uncertainty, it has become more important
than ever to embrace a set of values and attitudes. Knowing yourself
includes knowing these values. In what do you believe? Where do you
draw lines when it comes to controversial matters? Throughout this
text, you should reflect on your own set of beliefs and values.

The healthcare professional will daily be faced with decision-making
tasks, both on the job and off. Today’s healthcare industry is over-
shadowed, for some, by the threat of being sued. Consequently, tasks
are sometimes met with reserve and what-ifs. Throughout this text,
you will read about ethical situations. Combining your own personal
values system and new information in this text, you should consider
all angles and come to conclusions through reasoning skills.

As you begin this text, think about what you currently know about
ethics. Keep an open mind about new information to which you will
be introduced so that you can use all available information to arrive
at a conclusion. When you come to the end of the text, gauge your
growth in this field by comparing your new knowledge of ethics to
your earlier knowledge base, and explore your opinions and feelings
about healthcare ethics.

Good luck as you begin this learning journey, and best wishes to
you in your upcoming career in health care!

vii
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