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This book is dedicated to all of our patients who have 
undergone the journey of cancer and from whom we’ve learned 

so much about cancer therapy and so much more. 

Dedication
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Preface

As practicing oncology pharmacists, we are often asked about the practical, day-to-
day aspects of cancer therapy prescribing, verification, admixing, administration, 
and cost/reimbursement. As teachers, we find that there is not one comprehen-
sive reference source that addresses all of these issues in the available pharmacy, 
nursing, or medicine textbooks. For these reasons, we decided to publish Cancer 
Therapy: Prescribing and Administration Basics to fulfill this unmet need for prac-
ticing or in-training nurses, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, pharmacists, 
and hematology/oncology physician fellows who work with cancer patients. 
Healthcare professionals whose primary area of practice is not hematology/ 
oncology but who may be responsible for verifying, preparing, dispensing, or 
administering cancer therapy agents will also find this textbook useful. The goal 
of this book is to optimize safe and effective care of cancer patients in a variety 
of healthcare settings, including hospitals, ambulatory care clinics, and private 
oncology practices.

The purpose is to provide a multidisciplinary, comprehensive, hands-on, 
practical guide of cancer therapy basics for oncology clinicians. Each chapter 
focuses on the various clinical and practice-related aspects of the delivery of can-
cer therapies, from prescribing through reimbursement, and chapters on special 
populations such as pediatrics and stem cell transplantation are included. The 
information is presented in a simple and direct way and includes the following:

•	 Checklists to ensure safe and consistent reviews of cancer therapy orders
•	 Common equations used in oncology
•	 Tables with key information for an easy-to-read and refer-to format 
•	 Clinical pearls that are often learned on the job rather than in textbooks 

xiii
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•	 Comprehensive patient case examples with answers to emphasize key con-
cepts and provide the reader an opportunity to apply the knowledge 

•	 Listings of additional practical resources and recommended readings to 
enhance depth of knowledge for those who desire it

We thank each contributing author for offering his or her expertise and insight-
ful clinical pearls to make this textbook complete. Your contributions are truly 
appreciated. We are also grateful to the peer reviewers for offering their time and 
outstanding critiques of each of the chapters. Finally, we thank our colleagues 
and mentors for their support and inspiration, our students and trainees for con-
tinually challenging us, and our patients for reminding us why we do what we do.

Trinh and Lisa

xiv 	 Preface
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