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� Chapter Outline

The chapter outline provides you with an organizational guide to the topics and ideas presented in this 
chapter of the text.

Introduction 
to Drugs  
and Society

c h a p t e r  1

Introduction
Drug Use
Dimensions of Drug Use

Major Types of Commonly Abused Drugs
An Overview of Drugs in Society

How Widespread Is Drug Abuse?
Extent and Frequency of Drug Use in Society
Drug Use: Statistics, Trends, and Demographics
Current Patterns of Licit and Illicit Drug Use
Types of Drug Users

Drug Use: Mass Media and Family Influences
When Does Use Lead to Abuse?
Drug Dependence

The Costs of Drug Use to Society
Drugs, Crime, and Violence
Drugs in the Workplace: A Costly Affliction

Employee Assistance Programs
Venturing to a Higher Form of Consciousness:  
 The Holistic Self-Awareness Approach to 
  Drug Use

� Key Terms

Define the following terms:

  1.  Drugs  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  2.  Insiders/Outsiders  ________________________________________________________________________

  3.  Opioids  __________________________________________________________________________________

  4.  Drug addiction  ___________________________________________________________________________

  5.  Gateway drugs  ____________________________________________________________________________

  6.  Licit/illicit/OTC drugs  ____________________________________________________________________

  7.  Designer drugs/synthetic drugs or synthetic opioids  ____________________________________________

  8.  Equal-opportunity affliction  ________________________________________________________________

  9.  Employee Assistance Programs (EAPs)  _______________________________________________________
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� Fill-in-the-Blank

  1.  ____________________________________ are drugs that result from altered chemical structures of 

current illicit drugs.  

  2.  The unintentional or inappropriate use of prescribed or over-the-counter (OTC) types of drugs is 

known as ___________________________________________.

  3.  ________________________________ refers to the need to continue taking a drug to avoid 

withdrawal symptoms.

  4.  ________________________________________ are drug compounds that affect the central nervous 

system and alter consciousness and/or perceptions.

  5.  Coffee, tea, alcohol, tobacco, and over-the-counter drugs are all examples of ________________ drugs. 

Marijuana, cocaine, and LSD are all  ___________________ drugs.

  6.  _________________________________ are new drugs that are developed by people intending to 

circumvent the illegality of a drug by modifying a drug into a new compound.  An example of this kind 

of drug is __________________________.

  7.  The ________________________ is the principal federal agency for enforcing U.S. drug laws.

  8.  Drug testing may be administered in three ways: 

 a.  __________________________________________________________

 b.  __________________________________________________________

 c.  __________________________________________________________

� Identify

  1.  Identify the three categories of drug users and explain the characteristics of each.

 a.  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 b.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 c.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

  2.  Identify and describe the five phases of addiction.

 a.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 b.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 c.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 d.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 e.  _______________________________________________________________________________________
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  3.  Identify the four principal factors that affect drug use and explain each one.

 a.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 b.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 c.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 d.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

  4.  Identify the four main characteristics necessary for drug dependence.

 a.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 b.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 c.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 d.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

  5.  Identify and define Erich Goode’s four types of drug use.

 a.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 b.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 c.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 d.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

  6.  Identify five reasons why people take drugs.

 a.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 b.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 c.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 d.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 e.  _______________________________________________________________________________________

� Discussion Questions

  1.  At what point do you think drug use leads to abuse? When do you think drug use does not lead to abuse? 

  2.  Why do Americans use so many legal drugs (for example, alcohol, tobacco, and OTC drugs)? What 

aspects of our society promote extensive drug use? _____________________________________________
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4   n   C h a p T e r   1

  3.  What do you believe is the relationship between excessive drug use and crime? Does drug use cause 

crime or is crime simply a manifestation of personality? _________________________________________

  4.  Describe the holistic self-awareness approach to drug use. Discuss your thoughts on this approach and 

its effectiveness in drug abuse treatment.  _____________________________________________________

  5.  How do you think drug use is different today in comparison to ancient historical times?  _____________
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