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preface
The correctional system has a difficult job to do. It 
must provide monitoring, supervision, punishment, 
and treatment for the range of offenders who are con-
victed of violations of the law. This range of offenders 
is tremendous. It spans those whose only violations of 
the law include relatively minor traffic crimes such as 
speeding, driving with an expired license, or driving 
with an expired registration to those convicted of 
predatory crimes such as murder, kidnapping, and 
rape. The correctional system imposes punishments 
such as diversion and deferred sentences where there 
is effectively no sentence to situations where the state 
lawfully kills the offender. Correctional clients range 
from upstanding citizens with strong ties to the com-
munity to the most disadvantaged and pathological. 
Across these variations, the correctional system must 
perform its functions with the ideal of balanced jus-
tice in mind.

Although there are problems and negative aspects 
of the correctional system, the American correctional 
system does an admirable job of providing appropri-
ate justice to the correctional clients that it serves. 
The logic of American Corrections: Theory, Research, 
Policy, and Practice, Third Edition is consistent with 
the triage system used in the medical community: 
The most serious cases demand the most immediate 
and serious treatment and the less serious cases 
must wait.

The text is divided into four parts. Part I, The 
Foundation of Corrections, provides a general over-
view of the correctional system and its place in the 
criminal justice system, the philosophy and history of 
the correctional system in the United States, and the 
laws that govern the ability of the state to correct 
criminal offenders. As you will see, many philoso-
phies have been used to determine the best way to 
supervise criminal offenders, and some of these are 
conflicting and even difficult to reconcile.

Part II, Corrections: The Management of Offender 
Risk, delves into the triage approach beginning with 
the various sentences that the criminal courts impose 
on offenders and the ways that the correctional sys-
tem classifies offenders according to the various risks 
they exemplify. From there, a continuum of sentences 
is used to meet the diverse risks and needs of the 
 offenders. In severity, the continuum of sentences is 

generally representative of the continuum of 
offenders.

Part III, Prison and Offender Reentry, explores 
one of the most serious parts of the correctional sys-
tem: prison. In this section, the journey of prisoners 
as they navigate prison, parole, and ultimate reentry 
into society is examined.

Part IV, Special Topics in Corrections, examines 
three somewhat special populations of offenders: 
 juveniles, women, and the small portion of offenders 
who receive the most severe treatment by the 
 system—namely capital punishment and civil 
commitment.

The text offers 15 chapters of useful information 
based on scholarship from the social and behavioral 
sciences. It is a comprehensive, student-friendly text 
for introductory corrections courses at the commu-
nity college and university levels. It does not stray 
into material that is more suitable for other courses 
(e.g., criminal justice, corrections management, etc.), 
and it does not present a point of view. American Cor-
rections: Theory, Research, Policy, and Practice, Third 
Edition does not lionize the criminal offender and ma-
lign the system, and it does not pretend that the 
correctional system is beyond reproach. Instead, in a 
fun, scholarly, and student-friendly way, the text 
 explores the correctional system in the United States. 
Many exciting improvements have been made in this 
third edition, including:

■■ Discussion or citation of more than 100 new 
 studies

■■ Updated or redesigned figures and tables
■■ New box feature on the societal burden of the 

most antisocial offenders
■■ New box feature on Holt v. Hobbs
■■ New box feature on the Obama administration 

and commutations
■■ New box feature on supermax confinement
■■ New box feature on the Des Moines Community 

Corrections Program
■■ New box feature on offenders’ assessments of jail
■■ New box feature on diversion and sentencing 

 alternatives in the federal courts
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  xiii

■■ New box feature on home visits from the offend-
er’s perspective

■■ New box feature on probationer recidivism and 
the power of antisocial history

■■ New box feature on psychopathology in a proba-
tion cohort

■■ New box feature on mobster released at age 100
■■ New box feature on minimal risk offenders in the 

federal correctional system
■■ New box feature on the costs of parolees and 

 other released prisoners
■■ New box feature on transformation narratives 

and offender reentry 
■■ New box feature on adverse childhood experi-

ences and juvenile justice involvement
■■ New box feature on Lost Causes
■■ New box feature on the long shadow of juvenile 

detention
■■ New box feature on serious, chronic, and violent 

female juvenile offenders
■■ New box feature on trajectories of misconduct in 

women’s prisons
■■ New box feature on correctional programs for 

women and their effectiveness

■■ New box feature on capital juror disqualification
■■ New box feature on revisiting the white victim 

effect in capital punishment sentencing 
■■ Expanded discussion of Miller v. Alabama
■■ New discussion of Montgomery v. Louisiana
■■ New discussion of Johnson v. United States
■■ New discussion of Welch v. United States
■■ Updated Critical Thinking Questions
■■ New content on restorative justice restitution 

programs
■■ New content on good time and the Sentencing 

Reform Act of 1984
■■ New content on the federal Post Conviction Risk 

Assessment (PCRA)
■■ Greatly expanded coverage of effectiveness of var-

ious correctional programs and sanctions
■■ New content on risk, protective, and interactive 

protective factors
■■ New coverage of technical violations
■■ New coverage of social support theory and 

 offender reentry
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the student experience
This text is assembled with a pragmatic, critical, and 
multidisciplinary approach. It includes many learning 
tools and features to help engage readers, emphasize 
key topics, and assist with studying.

Part Structure: As discussed in the Preface, the 
text is divided into four major parts. This helps to fo-
cus students’ attention and provide context as their 
course moves through the American correctional sys-
tem. Each part opens with a brief outline to prepare 
readers for the upcoming topics.

Learning Objectives: Each chapter opens with a 
list of Objectives to help students hone in on the key 
topics presented in the chapter. They can also be used 
as a helpful study tool.

xiv 
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Block Quotes: Relevant quotes from cited litera-
ture are emphasized throughout the text.

Bold Key Terms: Key terms and concepts are 
identified in bold to help students understand new 
terminology and focus on important ideas. Defini-
tions for all key terms are provided at the end of each 
chapter.

Boxed Features: Boxes highlight interesting and 
relevant sidebars on a variety of topics related to cor-
rections in each chapter. Box themes include 
Corrections in the News, Corrections Focus, Corrections 
Controversy, Corrections History, Corrections Research, 
and Corrections Brief.

 xv
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Wrap Up: All chapters end with a Wrap Up 
 section that can be used as a study guide. Wrap Ups 
include a Chapter Summary to review the topics cov-
ered, Key Terms and definitions to help with learning 
new vocabulary and concepts, Critical Thinking 
Questions to help stretch students understanding and 
can be used for study or as assignments, and Refer-
ences that provide information on the sources cited 
and can help jumpstart research.

xvi 
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teaching tools
To assist you in teaching this course and supplying 
your students with the best in teaching aids, Jones & 
Bartlett Learning has worked with the authors to pre-
pare a complete ancillary package available to all 
adopters of the text. Additional information and re-
view copies of any of the following items are available 
through your Jones & Bartlett Learning Sales 
Representative:

■■ Instructor’s Manual, providing you with com-
plete, ready-to-use lecture outlines that cover all of 
the topics from the text. Lesson plans can be edited 
and modified to fit your course.

■■ Test Bank, containing more than 500 multiple 
choice, true/false, and essay questions. These 
questions allow you to create tailor-made class-
room tests and quizzes quickly and easily by 
 selecting, editing, organizing, and printing a test 
along with an answer key that includes page ref-
erences to the text.

■■ Lecture Outlines in PowerPoint format, providing 
you with a powerful starting point to make presenta-
tions that are both educational and engaging. Slides 
can be modified and edited to meet your needs.

Copyright © 2019 by Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, an Ascend Learning Company
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a new conviction/sentence, 8 percent were revoked, 

and 2 percent were returned to prison for other rea-

sons.
C. 4 percent had their parole terminated for absconding.

D. 1 percent of parolees had their sentences terminated 

for other unsatisfactory behavior.

E. 1 percent of the parolees died.

F. 
2 percent had their parole sentences ended for other, 

undisclosed reasons.

XVIII. A single federal board of parole known as the United 

States Board of Parole was created in 1930.

XIX. In 1938, the Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act was 

approved. 
A. This legislation provided that juveniles could be pa-

roled by the Board of Parole at any time after commit-

ment, meaning that juveniles were not subject to the 

minimum term requirement before parole eligibility. 

XX. In 1950, the Youth Corrections Act was passed by 

Congress and affected federal parole in four ways: 

1. 
it mandated indeterminate sentences of 0 to 6 years 

for young offenders except in cases involving very 

serious offenses; 

2. 
it mandated parole release for all young offenders 

at least 2 years prior to the expiration of their max-

imum sentence; 

3. 
it authorized courts to commit offenders for a peri-

od of observation prior to sentencing; and 

4. 
it provided that the Board of Parole could grant an 

early discharge from parole supervision, which sus-

pended the conviction.

XXI. In 2012, in Miller v. Alabama, the Court held that 

LWOP for juveniles for any offense was a violation of 

the Eight Amendment and therefore unconstitutional.

XXII. In 2016 in Montgomery v. Louisiana, the Court held 

that Miller had to be applied retroactively, thus any 

offender serving LWOP who was convicted as a 

juvenile had to be resentenced.

XXIII. During the 1920s, 40 percent of prisoners were 

unconditionally released.

A. During the later decades of the 20th century, just 10 to 

15 percent of parolees were released unconditionally. 

XXIV. In 1984, the Comprehensive Crime Control Act 

created the United States Sentencing Commission to 

establish sentencing guidelines for the federal courts 

and install a formal system of determinate sentences. 

A. These sentencing guidelines took effect on November 

1, 1987; thus, defendants sentenced on or after that 

date served determinate terms and were not eligible 

for parole consideration. 

B. This means that for all intents and purposes, federal 

parole was abolished in 1987 and federal correctional 

clients who were not in a Bureau of Prison facility were 

dubbed supervised releases.

XXV. Nationally, 56 percent of parolees previously served 

time in prison before their most recent parole release. 

Among these recidivists:

A. Ten percent had two prior incarcerations.

B. Fifteen percent had three to five prior incarcerations.

C. More than 10 percent had been imprisoned six or more 

times.
D. About 55 percent were already being supervised by 

the criminal justice system, mostly by parole and pro-

bation, when they were most recently convicted and 

imprisoned. 

XXVI. In a comparative study of parole-eligible and parole-

ineligible inmates in Texas prisons, Robert Morris 

and his colleagues found that offenders sentenced to 

shorter sentences and who were eligible for parole 

were more disruptive than lifers who presumably 

had nothing to lose evidenced by greater misconduct 

violations.
A. Second, criminologists have recently examined the ef-

fects of returning parolees on the crime rates in neigh-

borhoods where they reside.

XXVII. John Hipp and his colleagues found that parolees 

significantly increase the murder rate and the 

burglary rate in neighborhoods where they return.

XXVIII. Nearly 85 percent of parolees had drug and alcohol 

involvement at the time of their most recent offense. 

A. Fourteen percent experienced mental health problems 

upon arrest and nearly 12 percent were homeless. 

B. More than 51 percent had less than a high school edu-

cation. 
C. Finally, more than 45 percent of parolees were classified 

as rereleases, which means that they were most recently 

imprisoned for a parole violation or a new offense com-

mitted while on parole.

XXIX. One in 10 parolees in the United States has been 

incarcerated six or more times in his or her criminal 

career.
A. The average prison sentence for this group was near-

ly 52 months, and the median time served was just 39 

months. 

B. The actual amount of time served was significantly short-

er in duration. 

C. The average time served was 16 months and the median 

time served was 11 months. 

D. Among this large sample of nonviolent parolees, the 

average percent of sentence served before release was 

just 33 percent.

XXX. 
Decades of criminological research assert that 

offenders with five or more arrests are habitual or 

career criminals.

A. To put this in perspective, the average number of prior 

arrests among nonviolent parolees was 9.3 arrests. 

B. More than 46 percent had previously been imprisoned 

and the average number of prior criminal convictions 

was 4.1.
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A. Parole conditions are comparable to probation condi-

tions and include seeking or maintaining employment, 

attending mental health counseling or therapy, partici-

pating in substance abuse treatment, taking drug tests, 

avoiding contact with victims in their case, and abstain-

ing from contact with other negative influences such as 

felons or fellow gang members (if applicable). 

VIII. Parolees are supervised by a parole officer who works 

for a state parole agency. 

A. Parole officers supervise parolees, monitor them for pa-

role violations, and have the authority to arrest parol-

ees for failing to comply with their sentence, a process 

known as parole violation. 

B. Parole officers also have authority to arrest parolees and 

make a recommendation to the court to terminate the 

parole sentence and resentence the offender to prison.

C. This process is known as parole revocation. 

D. Unlike probation, which is supervised by county-level 

agencies, parole is a state function that is administered 

by one executive department per state.

IX. Two types of parole exist.  

A. Discretionary parole occurs when parole boards release 

prisoners.  

B. Parole boards are administrative entities that are legally 

charged with the discretionary authority to conditionally 

release prisoners based on a statutory or administrative 

determination of eligibility.  

C. Mandatory parole occurs in jurisdictions using determi-

nate sentencing statutes (Chapter 4) where inmates are 

conditionally released from prison after serving a por-

tion of their original sentences minus any good time or 

time spent in prison without major disciplinary incidents.

X. Parole plays four critical roles in the criminal justice 

system:A. Parole boards determine the actual length of prison sen-

tences once an offender has served the minimum term 

of his or her sentence. On a case-by-case basis, the pa-

role board determines whether a prisoner is ready to be 

released into the community. 

B. In this sense, the parole board, an executive branch 

agency, has considerable oversight on the judiciary.

C. Parole agencies supervise parolees and therefore over-

see the reintegration of returning prisoners.

D. Parole boards and parole officers are authorized to re-

voke parolee sentences if they are not in compliance. 

In this sense, parole serves an important crime-control 

function by removing high-risk criminal offenders from 

the community once it is clear that they are recidivistic 

and noncompliant.

E. Parole boards serve as a safety valve to reduce prison 

crowding.

XI. Some inmates are classified as so low risk that they are 

immediately granted parole even though they were 

sentenced to prison by the courts. 

A. This process is known as a direct sentence or automatic 

parole.

XII. More than 20 of the 94 federal jurisdictions are creating 

alternative to incarceration courts to avoid sentencing 

those with minimal criminal history to prison. 

A. Some jurisdictions employ diversion, others utilize de-

ferred adjudication, and others sentence clients to 

straight probation particularly if the offender has no pri-

or official criminal history and it would appear wasteful 

to sentence them to prison before a conditional release 

in the community.

XIII. A United States Sentencing Commission study of 

10,888 federal drug trafficking offenders found that 

35.4 percent of clients with zero criminal history points 

were rearrested. 

A. This is a conundrum with criminal sentencing: clients 

who appear on paper to be minimal risk can neverthe-

less perform poorly on supervision and worse yet, con-

tinue to get arrested once they are released to the com-

munity. 

XIV. Like all correctional populations, parole is 

disproportionately comprised of males (87 percent) 

with relatively few females (13 percent). 

A. In terms of race and ethnicity, the parole population is 

comprised 44 percent by whites, 38 percent by African 

Americans, 16 percent by Hispanics, 1 percent by Amer-

ican Indians, and 1 percent by Asian Americans. About 

94 percent of parole sentences exceed 1 year, and the 

remaining 6 percent of parole sentences are under 1 

year. Thirty-one percent of parole sentences are for 

drug crimes, 32 percent for violent crimes, 21 percent 

for property crimes, 13 percent for other types of crimes, 

and 4 percent for weapons crimes.

XV. The shift from discretionary to mandatory parole 

release has continued in the most recent decade.  

A. This means that the discretionary freedom of parole 

boards has been severely curtailed, evidenced by a pro-

nounced shift in state parole policies away from discre-

tionary release by parole boards in favor of determinate 

sentences and mandatory supervised release.

XVI.  An unintended consequence in the shift from 

discretionary to mandatory parole release is that it 

may result in overall poorer performance of offenders 

on parole.
A. Discretionary parole required earnest attempts by pris-

oners to turn their lives around. 

B. On the other hand, if parole release is mandatory, there 

is less incentive to be compliant other than being good 

enough in prison to secure good time credits.

XVII. In the most recently released national data, nearly 

463,700 parolees exited supervision. Of these:

A. 33 percent successfully completed their full-term pa-

role sentence or were released from parole supervision 

early.
B. 14 percent were returned to prison for violating their 

parole. In this sense, they “exited” parole because they 

entered prison. Of these, 4 percent violated parole with 
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A CHAPTER 11

INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL

ParoleObjectives1. Assess the size of the parole population and historical trends 

in its use.

2. Learn the history and current status of federal parole.

3. Understand the profile of paroled offenders in terms of social 

and criminal history and likelihood of recidivism.

4. Explore legal aspects of parole, rights of parolees, and liabil-

ity issues related to parole.

5. Recognize the predictors of parole release and other factors 

that contribute to parole decision making.

6. Explore the correlates of parole violation and revocation.

7. Identify promising parole programs that have increased its 

effectiveness.

Chapter Outline

I. 
It could be said that when parole is or even if it appears 

to be unsuccessful, it is front page news. 

A. In 2007, two career criminals who were on parole in Con-

necticut committed a crime that horrified the country. 

B. Steve Hayes, 44, and Joshua Komisarjevsky, 26, burglar-

ized the home of a prominent physician, critically injur-

ing him and murdering his wife and two daughters. 

C. The pair were arrested and charged with a variety of se-

rious crimes including aggravated sexual assault, arson, 

burglary, robbery, larceny, and others. 

D. In 2010, Hayes was convicted of these crimes and re-

ceived six death sentences plus 106 years in prison. 

E. His codefendant was also sentenced to death. 

F. 
However, in 2015, the Connecticut Supreme Court held 

that the death penalty in that state was unconstitutional, 

thus Hayes and Komisarjevsky had their sentences com-

muted to life imprisonment without parole.

II. To many, parole is the most serious form of community 

corrections because of the criminality of the population. 

A. Unlike probationers, half of whom were simply convicted 

of misdemeanors, parolees are all convicted felons and 

virtually all have served time in prison. 

B. For these reasons, parolees are the most high-risk group 

of correctional clients that are supervised in the com-

munity.

III. Although more than 90 percent of prisoners are 

ultimately released, usually on parole, more than 

150,000 inmates will never be released and thus 

complete their life in confinement. 

A. This raises a host of medical, fiscal, and political issues 

regarding the supervision of elderly inmates.

IV. It may come as a surprise, but elderly men with 

determinate sentences express serious concern about 

the time when they will once again experience life 

outside of prison. 

A. Older prisoners sentenced later in life are generally 

overwhelmed by the prison culture and strict routine. 

B. Often, these elderly inmates purposefully detach them-

selves from friends and family; this slightly less than self-

less act serves best to relieve the elderly prisoner of his 

own feelings of guilt and despair while in prison. 

C. Many elderly inmates report that coping with prison life 

is easier if contact to family members has been elimi-

nated.

V. Although 16 correctional systems have geriatric release 

procedures, they are infrequently used. 

A. Even if release mechanisms are used, there is concern 

among inmates about housing upon release. 

B. For many soon-to-be released elderly inmates, the fear 

of being homeless is a real and imminent threat. 

C. Sex offenders have unique concerns about their pend-

ing release from prison as well. 

D. In addition to the anxieties expressed by other elder-

ly inmates, the threat of physical assault and continued 

public embarrassment ranked high on the lists of fears 

for this classification of prisoners. 

E. Given these issues, some jurisdictions employ medical 

parole where elderly inmates with serious health prob-

lems are transitioned to community-based health care 

facilities.

VI. Parole is a conditional sentence of completing a prison 

sentence in the community rather than in confinement. 

A. A paroled offender can legally be recalled to prison to 

serve the remainder of the sentence if he or she does 

not comply with the conditions of parole that are speci-

fied in a signed parole contract.  

VII. Parole conditions are mandated conditions that are 

intended to serve the treatment and supervision needs 

of the person on parole, known as a parolee. 

 xvii
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