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DEDICATION

This book is again dedicated to the late Dr. Allan Thompson (Department
of Geological Sciences, University of Delaware), who did not shrink from
learning something new and then teaching it. And to all those instructors
who, like Al did, teach about the importance of the science of geology by
transporting students to the other-worlds of Earth recorded in the rocks
of geologic time.
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION:
FOR THE INSTRUCTOR AND STUDENT

As the title indicates, Earth’s Evolving Systems attempts to
bridge the gap between traditional historical geology texts
and the study of Earth’s systems. The response to the first
edition of Earth’s Evolving Systems has been quite gratifying,
especially given the recent emphasis by a National Science
Foundation—sponsored webinar by the American Geophys-
ical Union and American Geological Institute in October
2015 entitled “Geoscience Workforce and the Future of
Undergraduate Geoscience Education.” The respondents to
this webinar emphasized at the outset the complex, dynamic
linkages among Earth’s systems, the role of “deep time” (and
thus the role of the scale of time in understanding process),
the origin and evolution of life, climate change, and energy
resources. All of these topics were emphasized in the first
edition of Earth’s Evolving Systems and continue to be empha-
sized in the second.

Nevertheless, there is always room for improvement,
and I have attempted to respond positively to reviewers’
comments on the first edition. This has of course involved
some compromises, given each instructor’s approach to his
or her particular course and research and teaching interests.
Chapters have been updated with information on significant
advances that have been reported in the literature over the
past several years. Themes stated at the beginning of each
chapter are now restated or rephrased, in some cases as “big
concept” questions, which are highlighted at relevant points
in the text margins of the chapters. As before, each chapter
is followed by a summary that provides a detailed overview
of the chapter.

The following key points about the second edition are
applicable to all chapters:

B As in the first edition, a major theme of the text is the
method of multiple working hypotheses and debates,
among them the origin of the theory of plate tectonics,
the origins of the atmosphere and life, the tectonics of the
western United States, human evolution, and the recog-
nition of Milankovitch cycles.

B Discussion and contributions and photos of some major
women scientists to the earth sciences, such as Marie
Tharp and Lynn Margulis, have been included in the rel-
evant chapters.

B An extensive list of references is provided at the end of
each chapter, along with a list of key terms and review
questions. In addition, a second set of questions, called
“Food for Thought,” is provided to stimulate students to
think beyond the chapter material.

Part I: Earth Systems: Their Nature
and Their Study

Major changes were made to Chapters 1-6 to improve the
flow of the material in Part I:

B Chapter 1: A brief discussion of Vladimir Vernadsky, the
founder of Earth systems science, has been added. The
discussion on the nature of historical sciences such as
geology has been improved by eliminating Chapter 18
from the first edition and incorporating certain elements
of that chapter into Chapter 1.

B Chapter 2: As before, much of the discussion of Earth’s
history revolves around the framework of the tectonic
cycle. Plate tectonics has therefore been moved from
Chapter 6 to Chapter 2.

B Chapter 3: The discussion of the interactions among
Earth’s systems has been simplified, and the introduc-
tion and discussion of specific stable isotopes have been
pushed back to the chapters where they are explicitly tied
to the geologic record. A new section has been added to
this chapter, “How Does the Tectonic Cycle Affect Other
Earth Systems?” which describes the effects of the tec-
tonic cycle on sea level, ocean circulation, the hydrologic
cycle, and major lithologies.

B Chapters 5 and 6: Chapter 5, which presents evolu-
tion, remains largely unchanged, but it now precedes
Chapter 6, which deals with geologic time and stratig-
raphy. Discussion of iterative evolution has been moved
from Chapter 14 to the section on marine organisms dur-
ing the Paleogene.

Part Il: The Precambrian: Origin and
Early Evolution of Earth’s Systems

B Chapter 7: Chapter content has been updated to reflect
the most recent research.

B Chapter 8: A few reviewers questioned the relevance of
a chapter on the origins of life in an Earth science text.
However, I believe that life’s origins are among the most
fascinating chapters in Earth’s history and that this is
when the initial, fundamental interactions among all of
Earth’s systems began to occur. Life has been a geologic
force throughout much of Earth’s history, as empha-
sized throughout the text. The study of the interac-
tions between life and Earth therefore serves as a bridge
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between the biologic and inorganic worlds. Furthermore,
like evolutionary theory, origin of life studies present via-
ble alternatives to Creationism. A new paragraph at the
beginning of the chapter now reiterates the rationale for
retaining Chapter 8.

B Chapter 9: Chapter content has been updated to reflect
the most recent research.

B Chapter 10: The discussion of the origins of various
important fossil phyla has been augmented.

Part 11l: The Phanerozoic: Toward the
Modern World

B Chapters 11-15: Chapters on the Phanerozoic con-
tinue to use the tectonic cycle as a basic framework for
understanding the history of the Earth. Many figures
in these chapters have been replaced and sections on
various taxa augmented with multiple photos and new
artwork.

B Chapter 15: The section on human evolution in Chapter
15 has been completely revised and reviewed by two pro-
fessional paleoanthropologists.

Part IV: Humans and the Environment

B Chapter 16: As before, Chapter 16, which is on rapid

climate change, sets the stage for the Gordian knot of
natural versus anthropogenic climate change and its
sociopolitical implications for future climate and energy
resources, which are discussed in Chapter 17.

B Chapter 17: As explained in Chapter 1, the initial study

of Earth systems was a response to anthropogenic effects.
Humans are now a major, if not the most important, geo-
logic force on the planet. The emphasis on the environ-
ment and “sustainability” at many academic institutions,
including my own, does not diminish the importance of
historical sciences, such as geology, in addressing these
problems. In fact, the inclusion of chapters on anthro-
pogenic impacts and their potential resolution is a prime
opportunity to make historical geology not just an exer-
cise in the “past” but to make it “contemporary” and “rel-
evant” and to potentially awaken students’ latent interest
in the history of Earth and its lifeforms. Consequently,
I have occasionally tied certain portions of Chapters 16
and 17 to examples from the geologic record.

Ron Martin
Newark, Delaware
August 10, 2016
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THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE

The second edition of Earth’s Evolving Systems: The History B Major Concepts and Questions Addressed in This
of Planet Earth was designed with numerous features to cre- Chapter—Every chapter opens with a list of questions
ate an engaging learning environment for students and to that will be addressed throughout the chapter. Students

enhance their experience with the text:

should review this list prior to digging into the chapter to
help guide their focus. The new text design also incorpo-
rates icons identifying where in the chapter each concept
is addressed to help guide study and review.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

aquifer ince naplorhines pacific pat®
gasinand Range PO Holocene precess » 1. How do Paleogene and Neogene events differ from 5. How might have tectomism contributed to the growth
(3 grasses horst—and‘%‘aben precess\on ofthe equinoxe® cach other? Make a chart labeled Paleogene and Neo- of glaciers over both poles of Earth?
CA grasses Juan de Fuca plate \mates gene across, and down the left side of the chart list 6. What is the evidence for the advance and retreat of
e gl a the following: (@) continental movements, (b) sea northern hemisphere glaciers from land? From the
CoastRanges LakeBoNNEY Rio Grande Rift \ 1o ,
\ate ths o Fault Tevel, (©) atmospheric CO,, (d) ocean circu ation, deep sea?

Cocos P mammo - an Andre? (e) oxygen, O plankton, (® calcite compensation 7. How do the three major Milankovitch frequencies
ailuvial meor\j. M“\ankov\td\ oC Sierra Nevadd depth, (h) terrestrial plants, and (i) terrestrial animals. interact to produce climate change? Do all three fre-
East pacificRis® rmoraines _ single orign v 2. Onamap of North America or another continent(s) of quencies always accentuate glaciation or warming?
eccentrddty mumreg\ona\ evolution < ole species h\jpo‘heS\g the world, find the following features that formed dur- Why or why not?

2 single sP . 8 .
farallon plate fypothests - Exiinction ing the Neogene and discuss how they formed: Ama- 8. How does the evolution of humans resemble that of
. W is zon rain forest, Amazon River, Arabian Peninsula, Aral other taxa, such as the horse? What factors contrib-
FrontRange obliquity ) 1ab £2P fypothes!
| erratics out of AfiCa fypothes's & R Sea, Basin and Range, Cascade Mountain Range, Coast uted to the evolution of humans?
glaciel € n\nterchaf\%e . et Ranges, East African Rift Valley, Front Range, Greater 9. Evaluate the different hypotheses for human evo-
Great pmerice Antilles, Gulf of Califomia,l—limalayas, 1sthmus of Pan- lution for their strengths and weaknesses: multire-
ama, Mississippi River, Rio Grande Rift, San Andreas gional, single species, and turnover pulse-
Fault, Sierra Nevadas, and Yellowstone hotspot. 10. What is the difference between a species and a race?
3. What was the effect of the uplift of the Himalayas on 11. What was happening on Earth about 10,000 to
global climate? (See also Chapter 2.) 11,000 years ago?
4. What was the effect of the rise of the Isthmus of Panama
on global climate and life on land and in the oceans?
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TEACHING TOOLS

A variety of Teaching Tools are available for qualified instruc- B Lecture Outlines in PowerPoint format—The
tors to assist with preparing for and teaching their courses. Lecture Outlines in PowerPoint format provide lec-
These resources are accessible via digital download and mul- ture notes and images for each chapter of Earth’s
tiple other formats: Evolving Systems: The History of Planet Earth, Sec-

ond Edition. Instructors with Microsoft Power-
Point can customize the outlines, art, and order of
presentation and add their own material.
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B Key Image Review—The or 2
Key Image Review provides g “

= 05
the illustrations, photo- W pgeet?

graphs, and tables to which
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holds the copyright or has e 28 n
permission to reprint digi- ___——* o g rque@®
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for sale or distribution but
may be used to enhance
your existing slides, tests, < 4 GAWT C
and quizzes or other class- %JILDEF%;EAV (NG T
room material.
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B Test Bank Material—The author has provided 500+

XX

multiple-choice questions, including true-false, match-
ing, and identifications. Each chapter has approximately
30 to 40 questions. The author of this text has used
some—but certainly not all—of these questions in his
introductory course. Many questions ask for basic fac-
tual information, others are intended to make students
“think about it.” In some cases, essentially the same
questions are worded differently. Alternative wordings
and answers are suggested for some questions. Some
questions refer to specific figures in the text. Instruc-
tors are welcome to modify the questions as they see fit.
Short and long essay questions can be developed from

Teaching Tools

the Review Questions and Food for Thought exercises at
the end of each chapter and the Concept and Reasoning
Checks embedded throughout. These could be used in
smaller classes as writing assignments. Students could
be assigned the questions ahead of time or given a list to
choose from. These questions are available as an instruc-
tor download.

B Instructor’s Manual—An Instructors Manual contain-

ing an instructor’s overview, instructional aids, answers
to Review and Food for Thought questions, and sugges-
tions for homework or in-class projects and assignments
is available for each chapter.
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