
Edited by

Pamela J. Grace, PhD, RN, FAAN
Associate Professor

Ethics and Adult Health
William F. Connell School of Nursing

Boston College
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts

Nursing Ethics AND 
Professional  
Responsibility
IN ADVANCED PRACTICE

T H I R D  E D I T I O N

9781284107333_FMxx.indd   1 22/12/16   12:03 PM

© Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, An Ascend Learning Company. Not for Sale or Distribution.



World Headquarters 
Jones & Bartlett Learning 
5 Wall Street 
Burlington, MA 01803 
978-443-5000 
info@jblearning.com 
www.jblearning.com

Jones & Bartlett Learning books and products are available through most bookstores and online booksellers. To contact Jones & Bartlett 
Learning directly, call 800-832-0034, fax 978-443-8000, or visit our website, www.jblearning.com.

Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Jones & Bartlett Learning publications are available to corporations, professional 
associations, and other qualified organizations. For details and specific discount information, contact the special sales department 
at Jones & Bartlett Learning via the above contact information or send an email to specialsales@jblearning.com.

Copyright © 2018 by Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, an Ascend Learning Company

All rights reserved. No part of the material protected by this copyright may be reproduced or utilized in any form, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without written permission from 
the copyright owner.

The content, statements, views, and opinions herein are the sole expression of the respective authors and not that of Jones & Bartlett 
Learning, LLC. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, 
or otherwise does not constitute or imply its endorsement or recommendation by Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC and such reference 
shall not be used for advertising or product endorsement purposes. All trademarks displayed are the trademarks of the parties noted 
herein. Nursing Ethics and Professional Responsibility in Advanced Practice, Third Edition is an independent publication and has not 
been authorized, sponsored, or otherwise approved by the owners of the trademarks or service marks referenced in this product.

There may be images in this book that feature models; these models do not necessarily endorse, represent, or participate in the activities 
represented in the images. Any screenshots in this product are for educational and instructive purposes only. Any individuals and 
scenarios featured in the case studies throughout this product may be real or fictitious, but are used for instructional purposes only.

The authors, editor, and publisher have made every effort to provide accurate information. However, they are not responsible for errors, 
omissions, or for any outcomes related to the use of the contents of this book and take no responsibility for the use of the products and 
procedures described. Treatments and side effects described in this book may not be applicable to all people; likewise, some people may 
require a dose or experience a side effect that is not described herein. Drugs and medical devices are discussed that may have limited 
availability controlled by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for use only in a research study or clinical trial. Research, clinical 
practice, and government regulations often change the accepted standard in this field. When consideration is being given to use of any 
drug in the clinical setting, the health care provider or reader is responsible for determining FDA status of the drug, reading the package 
insert, and reviewing prescribing information for the most up-to-date recommendations on dose, precautions, and contraindications, 
and determining the appropriate usage for the product. This is especially important in the case of drugs that are new or seldom used.

Production Credits
VP, Executive Publisher: David D. Cella
Executive Editor: Amanda Martin
Associate Acquisitions Editor: Rebecca Stephenson
Senior Vendor Manager: Sara Kelly
Senior Marketing Manager: Jennifer Scherzay
Product Fulfillment Manager: Wendy Kilborn
Composition and Project Management: S4Carlisle Publishing 

Services

Cover Design:
Rights & Media Specialist: Wes DeShano
Media Development Editor: Troy Liston
Cover Image: © 4khz/DigitalVision Vectors/Getty
Printing and Binding: Edwards Brothers Malloy
Cover Printing: Edwards Brothers Malloy

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Grace, Pamela June, editor.
Title: Nursing ethics and professional responsibility in advanced practice /
[edited by] Pamela Grace.
Description: Third edition. | Burlington, Massachusetts: Jones & Bartlett
Learning, [2018] | Includes bµibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2016047292 | ISBN 9781284107333
Subjects: | MESH: Ethics, Nursing
Classification: LCC RT85 | NLM WY 85 | DDC 174.2--dc23 LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016047292

6048

Printed in the United States of America 
20  19  18  17  16     10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

9781284107333_FMxx.indd   2 22/12/16   12:03 PM

© Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, An Ascend Learning Company. Not for Sale or Distribution.



Design Credits: Place header image credit here.

Contents
Foreword . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  vii

Preface. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ix

Acknowledgments . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  xii

Contributors . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xiii

SECTION I � Foundations of 
Advanced Practice 
Nursing Ethics	 1

Chapter 1 � Philosophical 
Foundations of Applied 
and Professional  
Ethics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

Groundwork. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Philosophy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

Moral Reasoning in Health Care: Tools. .  .  .  11

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31

Chapter 2 � Nursing Ethics . .  .  .  .  .  . 35
Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35

Nursing as a Profession. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43

The Relationship of Nursing’s Goals 
and Nursing Ethics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50

Revisiting Nursing Ethics as Professional 
Responsibility. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54

Nursing Ethics: State of the Science. .  .  .  .  .  55

Ethical Decision Making and Action 
for Good Care. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  68

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69

SECTION II � Common Ethical 
Issues Across 
Practice  
Specialties	 75

Chapter 3 � Advanced Practice  
Nursing: The Nurse– 
Patient Relationship 
and General Ethical 
Concerns. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 77

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77

Virtue Ethics: The Characteristics of  
Good APNs. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  80

Informed Consent. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84

Decision-Making Capacity. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  93

Veracity and Transparency. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  98

Privacy and Confidentiality. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  100

Social Media and Electronic Medical 
Records. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  103

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  115

Cases and Discussion Questions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  116

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  119

Chapter 4 � Professional 
Responsibility, Social 
Justice, Human Rights, 
and Injustice . .  .  .  .  .  . 125

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  125

The Concept of Social Justice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  126

The Historical Development of Ideas  
of Social Justice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  130

Individuals and Society: Tensions . .  .  .  .  .  .  133

Moral Rights. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  134

iii

9781284107333_FMxx.indd   3 22/12/16   12:03 PM

© Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, An Ascend Learning Company. Not for Sale or Distribution.



Advanced Practice Nursing and  
Professional Advocacy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  139

Conclusion. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  147

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  148

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  149

Chapter 5 � Ethical Leadership 
by Advanced Practice 
Nurses. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 153

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  153

Characteristics of Effective  
Leadership. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  155

The Goals of Nursing: Advanced Practice 
Leadership. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  156

Enhancing APN Leadership. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  159

Historical and Contemporary  
Nursing Leaders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .163

Special Conditions Requiring  
Leadership: Dual Loyalties. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  165

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  167

Acknowledgment. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  167

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  168

Chapter 6 � Research Ethics: 
Advanced Practice  
Roles and 
Responsibilities. .  .  .  . 171

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  171

Research-Related Roles of the  
Advanced Practice Nurse. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174

Background: Human Subject  
Research. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174

The Historical Development of 
Research Ethics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  176

Research Ethics: Guiding  
Principles. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  184

The Ethical Principle of Beneficence. .  .  .  .  193

Justice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  196

Problems Facing Nurses in Research  
Roles and Settings. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  197

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  200

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  201

SECTION III � Ethical Issues  
in Advanced 
Practice Specialty 
Areas	 207

Chapter 7 � Nursing Ethics and 
Advanced Practice: 
Neonatal Issues. .  .  .  . 209

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  209

The Context of Care . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  210

The Best Interest Standard. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  218

Collaborative Decision Making. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  223

Medical Futility. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  228

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  230

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  231

Chapter 8 � Nursing Ethics and 
Advanced Practice: 
Children and 
Adolescents . .  .  .  .  .  .  . 237

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  237

Frequently Encountered Concerns. .  .  .  .  .  239

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253

Acknowledgments. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  255

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  255

Chapter 9 � Nursing Ethics and 
Advanced Practice: 
Women’s Health. . . . 259

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  259

Reasons for the Specialty of Women’s 
Health. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  260

Gaining Trust: The Foundation for  
Ethical Care. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  262

Providing Optimal Care Based on  
Clinical Evidence. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  262

Frequently Encountered Concerns. .  .  .  .  .  263

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  287

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  288

iv Contents

9781284107333_FMxx.indd   4 22/12/16   12:03 PM

© Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, An Ascend Learning Company. Not for Sale or Distribution.



Chapter 10 � Ethical Issues in 
Advanced Practice 
Nursing in Caring  
for Adults and Older 
Adults. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 293

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  293

Globally Aging Society. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  294

Other Sociopolitical Influences on AG 
APRNs in the United States. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  295

Multidisciplinary Approaches. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  296

Ethical Issues Related to Aging. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  297

Other Cases to Consider. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  305

Conclusion. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  309

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  309

Chapter 11 � Nursing Ethics and 
Advanced Practice: 
Psychiatric and  
Mental Health  
Issues . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 313

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  313

Good Psychiatric Advanced Nursing 
Practice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  315

The Nurse–Patient Relationship:  
History. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  316

Psychiatry and Mental Illness: Goals 
and Ethical Principles . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  318

Ethical Principles Plus the Goals of  
Nursing: Providing Direction . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  319

Related Issues . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  325

Case Conclusions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  333

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  335

Chapter 12 � Nursing Ethics and 
Advanced Practice in 
the Anesthesia  
and Perioperative 
Period. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 339

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  339

Do-Not-Resuscitate Orders During  
Surgery. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  341

The Jehovah’s Witness Patient. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  350

Truth Telling in the Operating Room:  
The Obligation of Veracity. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  357

Conscientious Objection in Anesthesia 
Practice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  361

Anesthesia and Distributive  
Justice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  366

Protecting Patients from Incompetent 
and Impaired Healthcare  
Providers. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  370

Ethical Challenges During Wartime:  
Dual Loyalties. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  374

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  377

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  378

Suggested Reading. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  381

Chapter 13 � Nursing Ethics and 
Advanced Practice: 
Palliative Care Across 
the Lifespan. .  .  .  .  .  . 383

Introduction. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  383

The Emergence of Palliative Care  
as a Specialty . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  385

The Institute of Medicine’s  
Reports. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  386

The Distinction Between Palliative Care 
and End-of-Life Care. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  387

Interdisciplinary Approaches. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  388

International Perspectives . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  389

End-of-Life Ethical Landmark Cases. .  .  .  .  389

Ethical Decision Making: Identifying 
a Decision Maker. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  399

Special Considerations in  
Pediatrics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  400

Adults and Decision Making. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  401

Futility at the End of Life: What Does  
It Mean? Who Decides?. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  402

Defining Futility . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  403

Problems with Futility at the  
End of Life. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  404

Approaches to Help Minimize Futile 
Interventions . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  405

Honoring Patient Wishes: Requests 
for Assistance in Dying. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  406

Contents v

9781284107333_FMxx.indd   5 22/12/16   12:03 PM

© Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, An Ascend Learning Company. Not for Sale or Distribution.



Palliative Sedation. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  409

The Rule of Double Effect. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  410

Autonomy in End-of-Life  
Decision Making. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  411

Advance Directives. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  412

Enhancing End-of-Life Decision  
Making. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  413

Nutrition and Hydration. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  414

The Role of the Advanced Practice  
Nurse. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  415

Summary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  416

References . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  417

Glossary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  423

Index. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  xxx

vi Contents

9781284107333_FMxx.indd   6 22/12/16   12:03 PM

© Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, An Ascend Learning Company. Not for Sale or Distribution.



Design Credits: Place header image credit here.

Foreword

The rapidly changing environment of health care challenges all healthcare pro-
viders to develop and use updated knowledge in handling the changes. Ethical 
knowledge, broadly defined as knowledge of how to conduct good practice, is 

a key foundation for describing, assessing, and critiquing practice with the purpose 
of implementing good care. Advanced practice nurses in the United States and glob-
ally are on the front line of responding to changing needs with updated knowledge, 
particularly ethical knowledge. Every profession has a social mandate to provide a 
good—a benefit—for society. The social mandate of advanced practice nurses re-
quires knowledge of good practice, based on the goals of nursing. The third edition 
of Nursing Ethics and Professional Responsibility in Advanced Practice by Pamela J. 
Grace is a timely and significant contribution to nursing knowledge that meets the 
changing needs of health care. It provides a clear view of the goal of nursing and how 
all nursing practice is based on an ethical stance of doing good.

This is the only book focused on ethics in advanced practice, and the text is 
widely used both in the United States and abroad. As one of the users of this book, 
I can speak to its valuable features from my own experience. With an already highly 
successful book, the author has built upon the best features of earlier editions to 
provide updated knowledge for nurses to use in advanced practice ethical decision 
making. Of particular utility is the level of content and organization provided to assist 
the reader. The author first focuses on the foundations, both philosophical and prac-
tical, of professional ethics and nursing ethics. As a person who is rooted in advanced 
practice and educated in philosophical ethical content and inquiry, the author strikes 
an excellent balance between covering essentials and delivering content at a level that 
is useful for and applicable to the complex situations of practice. This is particularly 
evident in her work with expert contributing authors in the sections on issues that 
are common across clinical specialties and in particular areas of advanced practice.

Each chapter provides helpful tables, case studies, and discussion questions. 
These learning tools are particularly useful, as the authors of each chapter both build 
on the positive features of earlier editions and update situations and information to 
maintain clinical relevance. The outcome is an excellent resource for students or for 
experienced nurses expanding their ethical knowledge. The pithy and relevant quotes 
from a broad range of literature at the beginning of each chapter are an enjoyable 
bonus and provide insights for the reader. The continuous raising of questions to 
consider within the text is effective in helping students and other nurses to enhance 
their skills of ethical reasoning.

The third edition has the advantage of updated and timely content as well as 
consistency in writing, achieved through the author working with co-authors to  
refine the material. This edition makes a great contribution to the field for both  
those who have used it previously and those who are encountering it for the first time. 
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All professional nurses will welcome the strong, clear, and consistent representation 
of roles for advanced practice nurses. Such role clarity is essential in enabling knowl-
edgeable nurses to take an interdisciplinary team approach to the increasingly complex 
health challenges of our time. This book will contribute to the knowledge of advanced 
practice nurses who will build our changing systems on the ethical common good.

Sr. Callista Roy, PhD, RN, FAAN
Professor and Nurse Theorist

Boston College
Connell School of Nursing

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, USA
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Preface

The previous editions of Nursing Ethics and Professional Responsibility in  
Advanced Practice continue to be very well received both in the United States 
and internationally. In the United States, the first edition received the Associ-

ation of Jesuit Colleges and Universities and Alpha Sigma Nu Honor society national 
book award in the category of Health Sciences. This third edition has been revised and 
updated in response to knowledge developments, emerging issues, and contemporary 
societal needs as informed by extant literature, colleagues, book reviewers, clinicians, 
and graduate students. The contents remain focused on incorporating international as 
well as national perspectives, and initiatives in line with the evolution and expansion of 
advanced practice nursing (APN) roles internationally, and including the proliferation 
of doctor of nursing practice (DNP) programs in the United States.

The guest authors and I aimed to provide a consistent thread that relates  
advanced practice both to nursing practice and to the need for the provision of good 
health care via effective policies. This book is unique in its application to professional 
issues associated with advanced practice roles. Although this book is specifically 
directed to the education of APNs, much of the content is applicable to allied health-
care professionals who practice in expanded roles. As in any book concerned with 
practice, supplementary reading materials may be needed to gain in-depth or up-to- 
the-minute knowledge of a specific problem. Additional readings are suggested 
throughout as appropriate. The content is accessible to anyone who is charged with 
the ethics education of APN students, including non-nurse philosophers or ethicists. 
A foundational assumption of the book is that APNs have augmented responsibilities 
to patients, communities, and society that derive from the nature of the APN role.

This assumption grounds the initial purpose of developing this book: to fill a 
critical knowledge and skill gap. In teaching a mandatory ethics course for advanced 
practice nursing students, it became obvious to me that no suitable comprehensive 
book existed. A resource was needed that would locate APNs’ understanding of their 
responsibilities within the goals and perspectives of their profession while providing 
them with a strong background in ethical decision making, methods of problem 
analysis, and strategies for problem resolution. The augmented responsibilities of 
the APN role demand a resource that is specifically dedicated to exploring the types 
and complexities of issues faced by this set of nurses. It had become increasingly 
clear to me over time, and as a result of a variety of experiences, that this book was 
needed. I became an APN nearly 25 years ago. Since that time, I have taught advanced 
practice nursing courses, gained a doctorate in philosophy with a concentration in 
medical ethics, and for the past 16 years have taught (among other courses) a course 
entitled “Ethical Issues in Advanced Practice Nursing.”

One of the foundational assumptions of this book is that the development of 
confidence in moral decision making is possible and that this is facilitated by practice 
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in moral reasoning. However, reasoning alone is not sufficient for consistent moral 
action. The Clinical Ethics Residency for Nurses project (Grace et al., 2014; Robinson 
et al., 2014) reaffirmed this. Motivation, good communication, mentored practice, 
and supportive environments are all needed. Many nurses already possess clinical 
knowledge and expertise, but they also need the tools to identify and articulate to 
others the requirements for good care in their practice settings, and they need the 
motivation to provide good care in the face of obstacles. Facilitators of confidence in 
moral decision making include exposure to contemporary ethics literature, seriously 
listening to the views of others with whom one would normally disagree in an attempt 
to understand why the person thinks the way he or she does, practice in exploring 
difficult cases and articulating salient aspects to others, and understanding the sources 
of one’s own biases and prejudices. Exercises for practicing these skills are offered at 
the end of most chapters.

The methods I use for teaching my “Ethical Issues in Advanced Practice Nurs-
ing” course are eclectic and depend to some extent on the size and makeup of the 
class. However, it is usually quite interactive, so I do set ground rules—and they 
have proved to be invaluable for getting input from all class members, whether in 
the large-group discussion or in smaller-group discussions. That these ground rules 
facilitate participation by even the most timid is evidenced in both class interactions 
and course evaluations. Ground rules for discussion are that persons should consider 
their points carefully, articulate them succinctly (this skill can take time to learn), be 
nonjudgmental in any challenge to the point of view of others, consider all sides of 
an issue carefully, and be willing to try to understand another person’s perspective 
even when disagreement exists. In the small-group case, discussion members take 
turns leading the group and reporting the group process.

This book is divided into three sections. The first section lays a foundation for 
understanding ethical advanced practice nursing. The chapters in this section build 
upon one another. Chapter 1 traces the development of professional ethics back to 
its origins in moral philosophy; that is, in the development of theories about what 
it is good for human beings to be or do. Chapter 2 explores the idea that nursing 
ethics is an area of study about what are good nursing actions and why, and is also 
an appraisal of nursing actions.

The second section investigates common issues in advanced practice that occur 
regardless of setting, or which occur in many settings, and provides resources and 
strategies for dealing with these. Chapter 3 explores the characteristics needed for 
good advanced practice, decision-making issues as these relate both to patients 
and APNs, concerns about privacy and confidentiality, and the importance of 
truth-telling. Two new and extensive sections discussing ethical problems associ-
ated with social media and electronic health records have been added. Chapter 4 
explores the tensions for APNs between attending to the needs of individuals and 
the needs of the larger society. It discusses human rights and the idea of professional 
advocacy for ethical healthcare environments. Chapter 5 explores the leadership 
obligations of APNs and DNPs. Chapter 6 discusses advanced practice roles related 
to the ethical treatment of persons who are human subjects of research or who are 
considering whether they should enroll in a research study.

The third and final section consists of seven chapters, each of which is dedicated to 
a separate area of specialty practice. The chapter authors each hold advanced practice 
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qualifications in the specialty area and/or have knowledge of the ethical issues pecu-
liar to the content area. The specialty areas are neonatal, pediatrics, women’s health, 
adult health and gerontology, psychiatric, nurse anesthesia, and palliative care and 
end-of-life issues.

▸▸ References
Grace, P. J., Robinson, E. M., Jurchak, M., Zollfrank, A. A., & Lee, S. M. (2014). Clinical ethics residency 

for nurses: An education model to decrease moral distress and strengthen nurse retention in 
acute care. Journal of Nursing Administration, 44(12), 640–646.

Robinson, E. M., Lee, S. M., Zollfrank, A., Jurchak, M., Frost, D., & Grace, P. (2014). Enhancing moral 
agency: Clinical ethics residency for nurses. Hastings Center Report, 44(5), 12–20.
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This edition was made possible by the ongoing support, insight, and experiences of 
countless past and current patients, nurses, colleagues, students, friends, and family.  
As usual, I owe special thanks and praise to guest authors, who each provided 

“true” accounts and illustrations of issues faced in their specialties and without whose 
contributions this book could not achieve its purpose. Additionally, the editorial and 
marketing staff at Jones & Bartlett Learning continue to be available, helpful, and 
encouraging.

In prior editions I paid tribute to my late mother, who was a nurse and a mid-
wife. Her influence as my nursing role model lives on in many ways, however, and 
especially in this work. The late David Roberts was also a strong influence on my 
educational development.

I am grateful for the ongoing friendship, encouragement, and support of many 
people. Nan Gaylord contributed two chapters and is a dear friend and colleague; 
she was instrumental in encouraging me to develop the book. Dorothy Jones, Ellen 
Mahoney, Sister Callista Roy, and Danny Willis have all continued to provide friend-
ship, intellectual stimulation, and advice. I am especially honored that Sister Callista 
Roy provided a foreword to this edition. Her ongoing mentorship is treasured.

In addition to nursing colleagues, my thanks go to faculty in the philosophy 
department at the University of Tennessee–Knoxville who helped me develop and 
hone philosophical skills—although they didn’t completely succeed in getting me to 
exchange my “nursing hat” for that of a philosopher. Glenn Graber deserves a special 
mention for his steadfast support of my desire to apply the fruits of philosophical 
study to nursing problems. I have also benefited from the lasting friendships of my 
philosophy student cohort.

Finally, many thanks to my husband, Chris Hayford, who continues to bring joy 
and humor into my life.
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