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Preface

William A. Satariano and Marlon Maus

n older Dutch couple, out for an eve-

ning stroll in Amsterdam in 1995, turn

a corner and are startled by the sight
of advancing German soldiers marching down
the street, as they had marched each night on
patrol in 1944.

This unsettling sight is the centerpiece
of the 1995 installation “The Neighbor Next
Door” by artist Shimon Attie, which presents a
visceral multimedia interpretation of the expe-
riences of those driven into hiding by the Nazi
regime that reflects on the relationships among
place, memory, and identity (Shainman, 2014).

Attie’s art, in his own words, is designed
to “unlock the memory of place” by project-
ing, with an elaborate system of lasers, docu-
mentary film footage of where the events took
place so many years before. By projecting the
film from 1944 onto the street in Amsterdam,
he unlocked the memory of that place through

Shimon Attie. Scene from Prinsengracht.
On-location film projection, from the project The
Neighbor Next Door, Amsterdam, 1995.

Courtesy of the artist and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York.

viii
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the image of life-size German soldiers. Some
of the other people walking that night stop,
turn, and avoid the exhibition; others walk
among the figures, directly confronting the
images of the German soldiers who had occu-
pied their country during World War II.

“Unlocking the memory of place” is cen-
tral to the thesis of this book. We argue that
to understand the epidemiology of aging and
health, it is important to incorporate infor-
mation about place across the life course. As
Robert Bevan (2007) writes, a place represents
a “touchstone for collective memory”

In 2006, one of us published a book titled
Epidemiology of Aging: An Ecological Approach
(Satariano, 2006). That book sought to provide
an overview of research and practice in the epi-
demiology of aging. An ecological model was
employed to provide coherence to the consider-
ation of aging: “Patterns of health and well-be-
ing are due to a dynamic interplay of biological,
behavioral, social, and environmental factors
that play out over the life course of individuals,
families, neighborhoods, and communities”
Each chapter of the book addressed an import-
ant topic in aging from survival to function,
depression, and health conditions. At the end of
the book, the translation of the aging research
into practice and policy was considered. While
the current text builds on the 2006 book and a
general, ecological model, a number of import-
ant differences and enhancements exist.

First, and most important, this text rep-
resents a collaboration among experts in
the field of aging and public health. What
was a challenging endeavor barely a decade
ago became a Sisyphean task given the truly

2/717 3:15PM



exponential growth of information in research,
teaching, and policy related to the area of aging
studies, and in particular the epidemiology of
aging. What a single author could have hoped to
review and summarize back then, now requires
proficiency in multiple areas of expertise.

We came to the field of aging and public
health along different paths. While one of us
(Satariano) entered the field from the social
sciences, the other (Maus) approached aging
and public health from clinical medicine and
ophthalmology. We invited the authors whose
work is presented in this text to join the project
based on their expertise in particular areas of
aging research, practice, and policy. Each set
of authors kindly agreed to prepare a chapter,
treating their topic (e.g., cognitive function)
as an outcome in epidemiological research. In
addition to addressing the significance of the
topic, each author reviewed conceptual and
measurement issues, implications for practice
and policy, and future directions for research.
We asked the authors to look broadly and
identify key research throughout the world.

Second, this text is written from a global
perspective. As noted previously, each author
was asked to adhere to that perspective and
identify work from countries throughout the
world, not just the United States. Our purpose,
then, is to provide a comprehensive examination
of aging research by topic, and not by country.
Therefore, this text does not provide a compen-
dium of aging research from each country, as has
been done by other authors. For example, Robin-
son and colleagues (2007) developed an excellent
book on global aging, which uses that approach.

Third, an ecological model, in many ways,
captures the intersection of time and place.
While the 2006 book addressed the topics of life
course and place, it did so very briefly and did
not reflect at all the state of outstanding research
today. The current text has been expanded to
capture the nuances of these important topics.

Fourth, in addition to key topics in the
epidemiology of aging, this text includes two
important chapters on the translation of research
into practice and policy. These chapters are

9781284069389_FMxx_Print.indd 9

Preface ix

written from different perspectives—one focus-
ing on social and behavioral programs and the
other emphasizing more place-based programs.

Fifth, we have included a chapter on the
conduct of international studies on aging, with
a particular focus on research from developing
countries.

Sixth, we address key statistical issues as a
roadmap for future research in aging.

Finally, we conclude with a chapter on
final directions. As noted previously, we
asked each author to discuss future research:
which research is anticipated? Which research
should be conducted? In the final chapter,
we attempted to look across the chapters and
provide a summary of key areas for future
research. Each of the authors collaborated in
the preparation of the final chapter.

This edition is intended for a wide audi-
ence that includes not only other experts in the
field and academics, but also students, practi-
tioners, and interested researchers from other
disciplines. We hope that our text will help
inspire further progress in the global effort
toward a “state of complete physical, mental,
and social well-being, not merely the absence
of disease or infirmity” (World Health Organi-
zation, 1946) of our older population.

Note that the words “epidemiologic” and
“epidemiological” are used interchangeably
throughout the book.
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