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The section on Oncologic Emergencies has extensive 
updates that address the many complications that may 
be encountered by patients with cancer. In the section on 
Care of the Individual with Cancer, due to the extensive 
information available on breast cancer, we have divided the 
topic into two chapters covering early-stage breast cancer 
and metastatic breast cancer.

Because millions of patients are cancer survivors, the sec-
tion on Dimensions of Cancer Survivorship devotes careful 
attention to late effects, survivorship issues, and family and 
caregiver issues. The section on Palliative and End-of-Life 
Care includes a new chapter that addresses palliative care 
across the cancer continuum, including symptoms encoun-
tered by patients at the end of life. The section on Professional 
Issues for the Cancer Nurse provides important updates on 
the roles of advanced practice nurses as well as legal issues.

Every chapter has been updated with the latest references 
and research studies, and many include website addresses 
and resources. Like the previous editions, the eighth edi-
tion of Cancer Nursing: Principles and Practice provides the 
most comprehensive information from leading cancer nurs-
ing experts.

The editors would like to pay special tribute to our 
families and our colleagues who supported us through the 
lengthy and time-consuming process of preparing this lat-
est edition. Most importantly, we would like to extend our 
gratitude to the many authors whose tireless review of the 
literature and whose careful writing, revising, and updating 
of chapters have made this book possible. The dedication of 
these contributors and all involved with this eighth edition 
will continue to enhance the quality of care provided to all 
of our patients with cancer.

Connie Henke Yarbro
Debra Wujcik
Barbara Holmes Gobel

Cancer nurses throughout the world have used Cancer 
Nursing: Principles and Practice for more than a quarter of a 
century. It is an honor to welcome our readers to the eighth 
edition of this definitive text.

The rapid progress in the science and practice of oncol-
ogy and oncology nursing has necessitated the inclusion 
of new topics and the extensive revision of many chapters 
in this edition, all of which have been updated to include 
the latest developments in the care of patients with cancer. 
Over a third of the chapters are new, with new content and 
new authors. The remaining chapters have had major revi-
sions and updates.

The basic science chapters in Part I have been updated 
to reflect the massive increase in scientific knowledge that 
has occurred in the past few years, especially relating to 
genes and cancer. In addition to the Immunotherapy and 
Epidemiology chapters, the Biology of Cancer chapter is 
completely new and describes current knowledge of the 
signaling pathways and molecular mechanisms that drive 
cancer cells to proliferate, resist attrition, and invade sur-
rounding and distant tissue.

The section on Prevention, Detection, and Diagnosis 
has undergone major revisions devoted to the dynamics of 
cancer prevention, screening for and detection of cancer in 
asymptomatic individuals, genetic risk and hereditary syn-
dromes, and diagnostic evaluation, classification and stag-
ing of cancer.

The Treatment section includes 16 chapters devoted to the 
latest developments in the treatment of patients with cancer. 
The section on Cancer Symptom Management features 13 
chapters that address the numerous problems patients with 
cancer encounter as a result of cancer  therapies— problems 
that often require expert nursing intervention. In addition, 
this edition includes a new chapter on cancer-related sleep 
disorders.

Preface
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