Reflective Thinking

You are a health educator in the public schools. The state mandates immunizations for all enrolled students. However, there is a waiver in place for religious reasons; a note from a student’s church leader is an accepted reason for the student to not receive the required immunizations. You are informed by your principal that a student in your school contracted measles and one student is not immunized for religious reasons. Laws preclude releasing the students’ names to the teachers or parents, but the fact that there has been an occurrence of measles is reported to the proper authorities, and all students and teachers are monitored due to the threat of contracting the disease. The parents of the unimmunized child still refuse to immunize their child once informed of the health threat. One of the teachers in your school recently found out she is pregnant. What are the disease transmission risks and other health risks for the students, teachers, administrators, and staff? What is the role of the principal in enforcing health measures in the school and/or providing recommendations to the students, teachers, parents, and community? What are the requirements (considering agencies and legal responsibility) for the principal in reporting this communicable disease? 

