Chapter 8

Dependent and Independent Variables in Research
In an experiment, the dependent variable (DV) is the measured response and the outcome or effect. This variable is observed or measured for variation as a result of the variation(s) in the independent variable.  

The independent variable (IV) is the variable that is considered as manipulated or controlled by the researcher and the cause. 

Examples of Independent and Dependent Variables
The following is a hypothesis for an investigation.

Hypothesis: There will be statistically significant differences in GRE test scores of post university graduates who participate in an intensive four week GRE study program after graduation as opposed to post university graduates who do not participate in the intensive study program after graduation. 

DV: GRE test scores 

IV: Participation in intensive four week GRE study program. 

Assignment: Find three professional peer reviewed journal articles in health that are experimental research investigations.  List each article in correct reference format.  Identify the answers to the following questions for each article. 

Article 1

Reference: 

1. What is the research question(s) or hypothesis of the investigation? 

2. What are the independent and dependent variables in the study? 

3. Are there any internal or external validity problems in the study that you can identify? 

Article 2

Reference: 

1. What is the research question(s) or hypothesis of the investigation? 

2. What are the independent and dependent variables in the study? 

3. Are there any internal or external validity problems in the study that you can identify? 

Article 3

Reference: 

1. What is the research question(s) or hypothesis of the investigation? 

2. What are the independent and dependent variables in the study? 

3. Are there any internal or external validity problems in the study that you can identify? 

