Chapter 7

Compare Governmental and Non-Governmental Agencies

Many of the health promotion programs offered within community settings are sponsored by either private voluntary health agencies or governmental health departments at the state and local levels. The philosophy and functions of these may be different. Sometimes government agencies may have restrictions they must subscribe to by law and dictated approval procedures that must be followed before implementing major projects.  Approval time, permissions, and funding for these projects may take longer than other agencies because of bureaucracy and filing mandatory procedures. Non-governmental voluntary health agencies may have financial concerns since they are not funded by law or policy and depend on donations and fundraisers for income. Approval for projects must conform to current laws and policies and funding approval is usually dictated by a review from the Board of Directors and voting approval. Some have a dictated purpose to only one disease or health problem. These two health agencies/organizations may function in different ways and have different philosophies but there are similarities in the conduct of health programs and research.

Construct a chart with two columns. Label one side as a government agency and the other side as a non-governmental voluntary health agency and list the name of each that you choose. Then, under each agency/organization, include the following: main philosophy, differences, advantages, disadvantages; choice of career. Describe the philosophy of the agency/organization. Use key points and bullets to describe four major differences in these two categories of organizations that could affect the conduct of the health promotion program(s) they facilitate.  Then, use key points and bullets to cite three advantages and three disadvantages of each agency/organization that could affect the conduct of the health promotion program(s) they facilitate. What type of agency do you think you would enjoy working for as your career choice?  Construct three reasons to justify your career choice for one agency/organization and three reasons to justify not choosing to work at the other agency/organization as a career choice. 

