Chapter 6

Wear the Hat… of a Health Epidemiologist for the Day

1. Recently, excessive cases of hepatitis have been documented in a specific city.  Each patient has eaten at several restaurants in the vicinity recently.  As the epidemiologist for the health department, you are assigned to find the source of the outbreak and how it may be spreading. You will be interviewing the patients involved.  

2. Describe the type of hepatitis that could be spread by food service employees.

3. Are there any other types of hepatitis that might be the cause of the outbreak?

4. What questions would you ask each person?  

5. What data would need to be collected from other sources?

6. How would you go about trying to backtrack and detect the source of the outbreak?  

7. What measures would need to be enacted once the source or sources is/are traced? 

