Chapter 4

The National Hansen’s Disease Program

The National Hansen’s disease program is an example of a small program that impacted the eradication of a disease worldwide.  Access the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration. (2007). National Hansen’s disease (leprosy) program: History, which is available at: http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/default.htm, and read about the program and the facts. 

Access the museum homepage at: http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/museum/default.htm.  Summarize the facts about Hansen’s disease on this homepage. 

Access the data and statistics link on the left at: http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/data.htm
What is the current mission?  What is the registry data? 

Access the Appendix, Figure 1: U.S. Reported Leprosy Cases by Year at http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/data2006/fig1.htm. Explain the trend of the disease from 1976-2008 as reported. 

Click on the following links from the homepage:

Virtual Tours 
Carville Historic District at:  http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/museum/tour.htm
National Hansen's Disease Museum Exhibits at: http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/museum/tour-exhibits.htm
Life at Carville: The National Leprosarium circa 1950 at: http://www.hrsa.gov/hansens/museum/tour-carville.htm
Chart a short history of the Carville leprosarium highlighting the events and people that impacted 
the first discovery of a cure and the final discovery of the multi-drug therapy used. 

Discuss why quarantine was required of a disease that was really not easily spread?  

Discuss the social stigma attached to this disease and why patients changed their names upon admission to Carville. 

