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xv

How to Read This Book

This book is structured and written in such a way that each chapter can be read 
separately, which we think is essential to respond to the needs of busy professionals 
and academics. Reading all chapters consecutively is our recommendation, but if 
you prefer to go directly to the topics and issues that are most relevant to you, such 
a targeted study will still provide a picture of the wider emergency management is-
sues covered in other chapters. This broader scope is essential to provide a level of 
general contextualization in each chapter. Although focusing on only certain areas of 
the book offers a faster and more effective way of reaching the information you find 
most relevant to your circumstances, this strategy has the inevitable consequence of 
repetition of some key issues, processes, and phases between chapters.
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