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Preface

This book was written for undergraduate students who are enrolled in their first course 
in communication sciences and disorders. We wrote it with two important assumptions 
in mind. First, we assumed that the students who read this book would have relatively 
little prior knowledge about the scientific study of communication, the nature of com-
munication disorders, or the professions of audiology and speech-language pathology. 
Second, we assumed that if students found the content of this book to be interesting, 
they would be likely to enroll in courses that would examine most of the topics that are 
included in this book in much greater detail. 

Given these assumptions, we focused on providing the reader with a wide-angle 
view of communication sciences and disorders. We wanted to show the considerable 
forest that is communication sciences and disorders without having to focus on too 
many individual trees. Whenever possible, we selected a wide-angle lens rather than a 
narrow lens. Readers should get a sense of the variety of topics that speech, language, 
and hearing scientists study and the variety of individuals that audiologists and speech-
language pathologists treat. 

Like many introductory texts, the book contains basic information about speech 
disorders that are related to impairments in articulation, voice, and fluency; language 
disorders in children and adults; and hearing disorders that cause conductive and sen-
sorineural hearing losses. We also include basic information on the speech, language, 
and hearing sciences and practical information about assessment and intervention 
practices. Finally, readers will be happy to note that this book includes chapters on 
multicultural issues, deafness, dysarthria, and dysphagia. 

We do not want to tell readers everything we know about each topic. To this end, 
we describe only the most critical concepts in detail, provide many examples, and cite 
only seminal works. If we have selected our topics wisely and have explained them 
well, the content of this book will provide students with the background knowledge 
they need to get the most out of subsequent undergraduate and graduate courses.

Finally, we have provided students with a means for seeing and hearing the human 
communication disorders they are reading about. The CD-ROM that accompanies the 
book enables professors to provide information about common or unusual cases in a 
single, highly accessible format, and it enables students to watch the segments many 
times over to make the most of the enhanced learning opportunities they provide.
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This second edition of this book includes a number of changes. We reorganized 
the sections so that they follow the way many instructors sequence their introductory 
classes. The text begins with overviews of the professions, the nature of communica-
tion across the life span, and social-cultural issues that affect communication and com-
munication disorders. The second section examines the variety of speech disorders. 
We begin with a summary of basic principles of speech science, and then we provide 
chapters that focus on speech sound disorders in children, laryngeal and resonance dis-
orders (combined into one chapter), fluency disorders, dysarthria, and dysphagia. The 
third section of the book concerns language disorders across the life span. We begin 
with language disorders in infants, toddlers, and preschoolers; move to a discussion of 
language disorders in school-age children; and then end the section with a discussion of 
acquired neurogenic language disorders. The last section of the book concerns hearing 
and hearing disorders. We begin with a summary of basic principles of hearing science, 
and then we provide a survey of hearing disorders and hearing testing, a summary of 
audiologic rehabilitation (hearing aids and cochlear implants), and a description of the 
education of students who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

We want students in introductory courses to begin to understand what it means to 
have a communication disorder. We have added personal stories about events in our 
careers and case studies to the chapters to highlight the human side of the professions 
of speech-language pathology, audiology, and deaf education. We want these vignettes, 
together with the video segments on the CD-ROM, to demonstrate that the concepts 
and principles in the chapters relate to real people who have real needs that can be 
addressed by caring and well-educated professionals. We hope the students who read 
this book will find this subject matter to be both interesting and uplifting.
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