
Installing and Configuring the Gift Card Software 

Eclipse Installation and Configuration 
 
1) Download Eclipse from www.eclipse.org and install. 

(On MS-Windows, installation consists of unzipping the downloaded file) 

2) Start Eclipse and define a folder to be the Eclipse workspace 

3) Load the Gift Card software into the Eclipse workspace with the following: 

a) File--> import-->General-->Existing Projects into Workspace--> Next 

b) Browse to the Gift Card Software folder on the CD and click OK 

c) A dialog box will appear that should show four projects (AppServer, GCClient, 
GCServer, Util), with all 4 checked. 

d) Check "Copy projects into workspace" and click Finish 

4) Copy configuration information for running the Gift card software: 

a) File-->import-->Run/Debug-->Launch Configurations 

b) Browse to the Gift Card Software folder on the CD and click OK 

c) Be sure that Gift Card Software is checked in the dialog box and click Finish 

5) You can now examine, compile, and change the code in this application. 

Database Installation and Configuration 

To run the Gift Card system, you will also need a database. This software was developed 
using MySQL, but should work with any JDBC enabled database.  

1) You will need to copy the MySql  server and gui tools from the CD (windows or mac 
folder as needed). You can also download the MySQL server and the MySQL GUI tools 
from www.mysql.com 

2) Install MySQL server. Runs Installation Wizard 

a) Select Typical installation 

b) On Windows, Check "Configure MySQL Server now (Starts Configuration Wizard) 

c) Select "Standard Configuration", click Next 



d) The wizard will install the MySQL Server as a Windows Service (which means it can 
run even if no user is logged on). The default is to have the server launched 
automatically whenever the computer boots. That means it will always be running 
and using system resources. If you uncheck the "Launch Automatically" box, you will 
need to manually start the server whenever you intend to use it. 

e) Select a password for the MySQL root account. This value needs to also be specified 
in the DB.password parameter in the gcserver.props file. That file has a value of 
"giftcard".  

f) Click Next, then click Execute 

3) You also need to install the MySQL Query Browser (which is in the GUI tools file). This 
can be done simply by unzipping the file. 

4) Start the Query Browser. It will display a dialog box where you should enter the following 
information: 

i) Server Host: localhost 

ii) Username:   root 

iii) Password:   giftcard (or whatever value you used when you configured the 
server) 

5) Click OK 

6) The Browser will display a dialog box about a default schema not being specified. Click 
Ignore 

7) The Browser will display its main window. 

8) Click File-->Open Script.  Browse to the AppServer folder. 

9) Select GiftCardDB.sql. Click Open 

10) The Browser will display the SQL script that will create the database tables. Click 
Execute 

11) The browser will show the giftcard schema on the right 

12) Click File-->Open Script. Browse to the AppServer folder (should be there already) 

13) Select CardInserts.sql. Click Open. 

14) The browser will display the SQL script that will populate the tables with test data. Click 
Execute. 

15) The database is now ready for use with the Gift Card software. 

If you choose to use a different database, you will need to: 
1) Download and install the database server 



2) Edit the DB.xxx parameters in the gcserver.props configuration file. 

3) Download the jdbc driver jar file and store it in the AppServer/lib directory 

4) Configure Eclipse to recognize the jdbc driver 

a) Start Eclipse. Select the AppServer project (in the left window) 

b) Select Project-->Properties. This will bring up a dialog box. 

c) Select Java Build Path-->Libraries. 

d) Click on "Add jar" and select the jar file. Click OK 

Executing the Gift Card System 

1) In Eclipse, Click Run-->Debug Configurations-->TransactionServer-->Debug. This will 
start the Gift Card Server 

2) Click Run-->Debug Configuration-->GCclient-->Debug. This will start the Gift Card Client. 

The standard Gift Card System uses card numbers with 12 or more digits. These numbers 
are read from the magnetic stripe on the back of the card. However, there are no cards for 
this Educational Edition of the software. Card Numbers must be manually entered. For this 
purpose, you may use the card numbers 18 and 26. The first transaction you must perform 
with these card numbers is “Add Value” to activate them. 

This system expects the Transaction Log on the client (in file tran.log) and the Transactions 
database table on the server to be in sync with each other (and they will be during normal 
processing). If you ever erase or delete the tran.log file, you MUST also delete all entries 
from the Transactions database table. 

 


