Chapter 12: Peer Group and Gang Delinquency  
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Jody Miller) 


B. Peers are powerful socializing agents   



1. Influence a child’s beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors 


2. People are social beings who are naturally group orientated 


3. The focus needs to be on which type of peers effect and which type of delinquent is 


the focus  

II. Group Delinquency 

A. Peer Groups


1. Youth of similar age and with similar interests 



2. Important social institution 



3. Shared peer behaviors often are symbolic of adulthood 



    a. Drugs, sexuality, and autonomy 



4. Role of peers in delinquency 



    a. Delinquency is a group activity 



    b. Co-offenders 



    c. Andy Hochstetler and colleagues’ crime as a group activity 



    d. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Group Delinquency in the Netherlands 



5. Role of Groups 



    a. Homophily


    b. See A Window On Delinquency: Why Are People Group Orientated 



    c. Delinquency is a social activity 



    d. Significance of a delinquent best friend 


B. How Do Groups Form? 


1. Process of social development 



    a. Peer rejection 



    b. Consequences of peer rejection 



    c. Rejected befriends rejected



    d. Cliques in isolation from conventional society



 2. Differential Association Theory



    a. Parents try to maintain supervision of friends in productive activities 
III. Gangs and Gang Delinquency

A. Criminology traditionally focused on gangs 

1. Differences in definition may lead to inaccurate estimates of the problem

B. Problems in Defining Gangs


1. Term originally applied to juveniles engaged in a wide variety of law breaking activity

2. Fredric Thrasher’s definition 


    a. No two gangs were exactly alike 



   b. Embraced esprit de corps

    c. Significance of the territory 



    d. Thrasher’s work set the tone on gang research in the beginning 

3. The many variations of defining a gang 



    a. Walter Miller



    b. Criminologists 



    c. Politicians 



    d. Law enforcement 


4. The National Youth Gang Survey 


    a. Distinguishing between members of a gang  


    b. Associate, wannabe, member, and hardcore member 


    c. See Figure 12-1: Characteristics Associated with Gang Members


5. Malcolm Klein and Cheryl Maxson’s definition 


    a. Member-based definition 



    b. Motive-based definition 

C. Are Gang Members More Delinquent Than Non-gang Youth? 


1. Prevalence rates for delinquency are higher for gang members than non-gang 
   
    
    members regardless of an individual’s sex 

2. Sara Battin’s offending rates for gang versus non-gang members 


3. Victimization rates between non-gang and gang members 


4. See A Window on Delinquency: Comparing Gang and Non-gang Youths 


5. Rochester Youth Development Study 


    a. Those involved in a gang accounted for majority of delinquency (86 percent)


    b. Involvement in gangs substantially increase the involvement in delinquency 


6. Gangs have a propensity towards violence 

D. Joining and Getting Out of Gangs 

1. Concentration of Gangs 


    a. Exist all around the United States 


     b. Predominantly in concentrated in impoverished neighborhoods 


2. Risk Factors for Gang Membership

    a. Risk factors for delinquent careers are the same risk factors that precede gang 


   membership

    b. Poverty, school failure, and family dysfunction 

    c. See Table 12-1 A Window on Delinquency: Risk Factors for Gang Membership


3. Three Ways to Join a Gang 


    a. Selection model



    b. Facilitation model 


    c. Enhancement model 


4. Martin Sanchez Janowski’s six reasons for joining a gang 


5. Leaving the Gang


    a. Risky process


    b. “Beating Out” ceremony 

E. Characteristics of Gangs 


1. Organization 


    a. Varies greatly from gang to gang 


    b. Examples: Vice Lords and The Losers

    c. Robert Jackson and Wesley McBride’s study on cliques


    d. Joan Moore’s research on gang age cohorts or klikas

    e. Julie Amato and Dewey Cornell found names use to describe the gangs signify 

    reason for joining and type of delinquency which they engage 


2. Leadership 


    a. Established leaders are fairly consistent among all gangs


    b. Leadership varies over time and location 


    c. Militaristic leadership


    d. Charismatic leaders  


    e. Significance of the ability to fight 


3. Turf


    a. Territoriality involving identification and control 


    b. Use of graffiti


    c. Location provides a sense of security 

4. Cohesiveness 


    a. Thrasher’s happy-go-lucky youngster approach 


    b. Romantic view of gang solidarity 


    c. Gangs through loose organization and cohesion  


   d. James F. Short, Jr. and Fred Strodtbeck argue gang members fail in conventional 

    society resulting in insecurities about status 

5. Purpose 


   a. Difficult to gage specific purpose of gangs 


   b. Theorized purpose was to commit delinquency 

   c. Gang members spend most of their time partying and hanging out 
IV. The Contemporary Gang Problem 
A. Extent of Gangs 

1. Concentrated primarily in big cities but all across the United States 

2. Measurement difficulties in estimating actual number of gangs

3. National Youth Gang Survey Statistics 

B. The Spread of Gangs


1. Walter Miller’s Reasons for Gang Proliferation 



    a. Drugs



    b. Immigration 



    c. Gang Names and Alliances


 
    d. Migration 



    e. Government Policies 



    f. Female-Headed households 



    g. Gang Subculture and the Media 



2. Cheryl Maxson disagrees with Walter Miller 



    a. Gangs spread out as members moved with their families 



3. Karen Wilson examined youth gangs in rural areas 



    a. Overwhelming disbelief by law enforcement and government that rural areas have 


    gangs 


C. Racial and Ethnic Variations in Gangs



1. African American Gangs



    a. Lack formal structure 



    b. Increasingly violent 



    c. Examples: Bloods and Crips



    d. Heavily involved in drug trade



2. Hispanic Gangs 



    a. Longevity 



    b. Organized into klikas


    c. Examples: Latin Kings and MS-13



    d. Loyalty



    e. Fighting is intraracial 



    f. See Delinquency Around the Globe: MS-13 



    g. Most of time spent partying and drinking 



3. Asian Gangs 



    a. New development to the Unites States gang culture 



    b. Involved in prostitution, drugs, gambling, and extortion 



    c. Focused on the accumulation of money 



    d. Examples: Wah Ching


    e. See A Window on Delinquency: Hmong Gangs and Rape



4. Native American Gangs



    a. Little attention traditionally paid to Native American gangs



    b. Estimated 113 Native American gangs or more around the U.S.



    c. Generally modeled after Hispanic and African American gangs



    d. Crime on reservations include: homicide, rape, assault, drug-dealing, drive-by 


         shootings, and extortion 

D. Gang Violence 


1. National Crime Victimization Survey



    a. 400,000 rapes, sexual assaults, simple assaults, aggravated assaults, and 

 
              robberies committed by gang members between 1993-2003 



    b. Gang members commit a disproportionate amount of murder



    c. Gang violence is more destructive among certain communities 



    d. Matt DeLisi and colleagues concluded that gang members are noteworthy for their 


        criminality 



2. Gangs and Schools 



    a. Much of gang violence occurs at schools 



    b. Gangs presence are known at all levels of the educational system 



    c. Most gang violence happens away from schools



3. Youth Gang Homicide 



    a. Walter Miller predicted youth gang homicides would increase with more available 


         weapons



    b. Gang homicides have declined slightly after 1995 


E. Drugs and Drug Dealing By Gang Members



1. Mickey Cobras Example



2. Gang members are more likely to use drugs than non-gang members



    a. Jeffery Fagan argues members use drugs 2 times more than non-gang members



    b. Gang members are disproportionately involved in drug use 


3. Gangs are highly involved in drug trafficking



    a. Ronald Huff found gang members sold more cocaine than non-members



    b. Variations exist in terms of gang status, drug use, and ethnicity



4. Some criminologists argue media and scholars overemphasize the drug-gang 



    connection 



    a. Malcolm Klein says drug gangs and street gangs are not the same thing 



5. See A Window on Delinquency: The National Gang Threat Assessment 

V. Female Gang Delinquency 
A. Variations in the Extent of Female Gang Members 

1. National Youth Gang Survey indicates 10 percent members of gangs are female

2. Other estimates put female gang members as high as 38 percent
B. Characteristics of Gang Girls 
1. Involved in greater levels of delinquency than non-gang girls 
    a. Jody Miller and Scott Decker study 
2. Physical stature differences between gang members and non-members 
3. Non-gang members use drugs less frequently than gang members 
    a. Geoffrey Hunt’s study 
4. Girl gang members suffer from exploitation at higher rates than non-members

a. Walter Miller describes gendered dangers or high rates of victimization among young women in gangs


b. Sex-balanced gangs less exploitation of female members 

5. Joining the Gang 


a. “Beaten In” or assaulted like male counterpoints 


b. “Sexed In” or intercourse with multiple male gang members


c. Tattoos and gang symbols 

6. Reasons for Joining 


a. Escape family problems


b. Feel as they have no choice

c. Joining a teenage group

VI. Gangs and Juvenile Justice 


A. Strategies to Responding to Youth Gangs 



1. Suppression 




a. Surveillance, arrest, prosecution




b. Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994




c. Neighborhood sweep 




d. Susan Popkin’s research and increased violence after sweeps




e. Prosecution programs that target gangs 





f. See Delinquency Prevention Using the Law to Get Tough on Gangs





g. Tri-Agency Resource/Gang Enforcement Team (TARGET)


B. Injunction/Abatement 



1. Members are prohibited from engaging in mundane activities 



2. Gang as a public nuisance 



3. Success of these programs produce mixed results 


C. Intervention and Prevention 



1. John Hagedorn believes gangs are a result of the underclass and poverty




2. Solution is to create jobs that pay adequate wages and improve educational 



     opportunities 




3. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention




    a. Gang Reduction Program 





b. Five main goals 





c. Credited for partially reducing crime 




4. Homeboys Industries 





a. Job-training programs for at-risk youth and gang members



5. Programs targeting youth who have not joined gangs



          a. Use school and family based programs to keep kids out of gangs



    b. Ronald Huff argues intervention and prevention programs should be 





multileveled and multifaceted 




6. Gang Resistance Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.)




    a. Curriculum taught by police officers to elementary aged kids 




    b. Police and teachers work together, set goals, and try to reduce delinquency




    c. More effective for youth at higher risk for gang affiliation 

VII. Conclusions 
A. Extent of Gangs in the United States 
1. Difficulty in measuring gangs
B. Influence of the Peer Group 
1. Powerful socializing agent 
C. Research on Gangs and Gang Characteristics 
D. The Contemporary Gang Problem

1. Variations on race and ethnicity


2. Differences in illicit behavior 


3. Gangs and Drugs

E. Gangs and the Juvenile Justice System 
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