Chapter 9: The Family and Delinquency   
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Cesar Rebellon) 


B. Family as the Single Most Important Socializing Institution  



1. Family instills moral and religious values


2. Teaches children right and wrong 

C. See A Window On Delinquency: Family Violence in the United States 


D. Family plays a role in producing or reducing delinquency 

II. Traditional Functions of the Family

A. The Socialization of Children 


1. The process through which children learn the ways of a society or social group



2. Learn attitudes, behaviors, and social roles appropriate from already socialized 


individuals



3. Aid in the development of emotional, cognitive, and language development



4. The Forms Families Take



    a. Nuclear families 


 
    b. Blended families 



    c. Intact cohabitating families 



    d. Nuclear family is best for reducing delinquency 



5. Family Structure 



    a. Can contribute to delinquency 



    b. See A Window On Delinquency: The Effects of Prisoner Parents 

B. Inculcation of Moral Values 


1. Development of moral education 



    a. Children’s Defense Fund and moral start



2. Religion and Family 



    a. Durkheim argues that shared norms through religious practices and values 



        enhances social cohesion 



    b. Bruce Chadwick and Brent Top religious behavior a foundation of moral behavior



    c. Religiosity measured by religious participation 



    d. Studies that find religion may deter delinquency 



    e. Travis Hirschi and Rodney Stark argue there is no correlation between the belief in 

    hell/religiosity and delinquent behavior 



3. Sex and Family 



    a. Family teaches norms for socially acceptable sexual conduct 


    b. Jennifer Manlove and colleagues study between religiosity and risky sexual 



    behaviors

C. Provision of Material, Physical, and Emotional Security


1. Families provide material support



    a. Examples include: clothing, food, and shelter 


         b. Steven Levitt found children with 50 or more books do better on standardized tests 



2. Families provide physical support



    a. Monitors and supervises children 



3. Families provide emotional support



    a. Security, love, and encouragement  
        D. Failing Families 


1. Families are not perfect and they may fail at achieving one or more of the goals


 2. Families may also transmit values that promote violence or criminality  

III. The Changing Family 

A. Overall Trends in the Family Structure 

1. Controversy and debate over the meaning and implications of trends in the family

2. During the twenty-first century the number of children living in dual parent 
households decreased


    a. 40 percent of babies born in the U.S. in 2006 were out of wedlock



b. James Q. Wilson dual parent households increase life chances 


    c. Family has impact on delinquency and violence 

B. Single-Parent Families 

1. What accounts for single parent families? 

    a. Role of divorce


    b. Role of teenage pregnancy



   c. Absentee fathers 


2. Consequences for children


    a. More likely to experience chronic psychological distress  


    b. Struggle to perform academically 


   c. Greater risk for dropping out, being suspended, or expelled from school


   d. Greater change of mental illness or to commit suicide 


   e. Trouble getting along with peers


   f. Sons of adolescent mothers are three times more likely to be incarcerated 

3. What Single Parent Families Look Like


    a. Not disbursed evenly among racial and ethnic groups


    b. Often result of unmarried teenagers


    c. Divorced couples  

C. Single Parents, Divorce, and Delinquency

1. Children from single-parent families are more likely to become delinquent than two 
   
    parent households 

    a. Effects are real and but low in magnitude according to Edward Wells 


2. Llad Philp said most critical factor to a male entering the justice system is whether his 
   
    father is present in his home 

    a. Less supervision of children 


3. See A Window On Delinquency: Marriage Benefits 


D. The Impact of Divorce on Children 

1. Ronald Simons says divorced parents make fewer demands on children 

    a. Less monitoring, more likely to display hostility, and less effective disciplinary 
  
    measures


2. Mavis Hetherington revealed that children suffer psychological distress after a 

Parents’ breakup

3. Divorce may produce “family wars”


    a. Children get caught in the middle of fighting spouses 


4. Judith Wallerstein and Joan Kelly’s findings on personality change 


    a. Children become angry, aggressive, and unruly 


5. Judith Wallerstein and Sandra Blakeslee examined short and long term effects


    a. Academic difficulties 


    b. Psychological difficulties 


6. During the divorce process parents tend to spend less time with their kids 


7. Constance Ahron argues divorce is actually good for kids 


    a. Producing the binuclear family


    b. Two households meet the needs of the child(ren)


8. Children raised in step families 


    a. Perform worse in school, have adjustment problems, more likely to engage in 
 
    delinquency


9. See Face of Delinquency: Court-Ordered Visitations 

E. Working Mothers and Latchkey Kids 

1. Statistics of working women 


    a. Today 10 million women with children under age 6 are employed 


2. Effects of mothers’ employment on children 


    a. Russell Hill and Frank Stafford say working women sacrifice to spend time with 
 
    children 


    b. Matthijs Kalmijn found children with moms in the work force perform positively in 

    school 

    c. Travis Hirschi’s study concluded a weak relationship between women working and 

        children’s delinquency 


3. Latchkey kids 


    a. Children who regularly care for themselves after school and on the weekends


    b. 3 million children spend five or more hours per week unsupervised 


4. Behavioral consequences of latchkey kids 


    a. Children experience subtle fears and worries 


    b. They are more vulnerable to peer pressure 


    c. Create a peer culture with other latchkey kids 


    d. Behaviorally leaving kids alone they are twice as likely to use alcohol, smoke 
 
        marijuana and tobacco

    e. With such risks parents often turn to child care


5. Outcomes of child care


    a. Time spent in child care has behavioral consequences for children 


    b. Difficulty in finding quality child care  

IV. Parenting in Families 
A. Delinquency and Family Process 

1. Most important factor of child delinquency is the quality of the parent-child 
      
    
    relationship 


2. Parenting is learned over time 


3. James Snyder and Gerald Patterson types of disciplinary styles

    a. Enmeshed


    b. Lax


4. Importance of problem solving and negotiation 


    a. Forestall and reduce violence 

B. Parenting Supervision 


1. Gerald Patterson suggests an established set of “house rules”



2. Parents must take interest and monitor a child’s life


    a. Be aware of how they are doing in school 



    b. Know the child’s friends



   c. Possibility of drug or alcohol use 



3. Parental supervision and delinquency are interrelated 



4. Positive Parenting 


     
    a. Involves positive interactions between parent and child 



    b. Reinforcing conventional values and norms

C. Parenting Styles 


1. Authoritative 



    a. Supportive and demanding  



2. Authoritarian 



    a. Rejective and demanding 



3. Indulgent 



    a. Supportive and demand very little



4. Indifferent 



    a. Rejective and demand little 


D. Parental Attachment



1. Influence behavior through emotional closeness



    a. Children who like parents will respect their wishes 



    b. Less likely to turn delinquent when children feel loved 



    c. Attachment connected to family pride 



2. Attachment in Single-Parent families 



    a. Michelle Miller found attachment negatively related to serious delinquency but 


    inconsistently predictive of minor delinquency 



3. Child effects 



    a. Children mutually influence parents and characterize the family 


E. Parental Deviance



1. Donald West and David Farrington longitudinal study


    a. Criminal fathers are likely to produce delinquent sons



2. David Farrington and colleagues and intergenerational offending 


    a. Offenders were highly concentrated in families 



3. Joseph Murray and colleagues found parental criminality and incarceration 



contribute to offending among individuals’ offspring 
V. The Maltreatment of Children 
A. Defining maltreatment

1. When children are exposed to a variety of forms of abuse and neglect 


2. Forms of maltreatment


    a. Physical abuse


    b. Sexual abuse


    c. Emotional abuse  

    d. Physical neglect 


    e. Educational neglect


    f. Emotional neglect 
B. Nature and Extent of Maltreatment
1. Statistics 

a. 1 in 50 infants suffer some form of maltreatment 


b. 50 percent of delinquents were abused as children 
2. Consequences of Maltreatment

a. Maltreated children are more likely to become unhealthy adults 


b. High risk for: smoking, alcoholism, substance abuse, eating disorders, obesity, depression, suicide, and other problems 


c. See A Window On Delinquency: Child Maltreatment: Risk and Protective Factors
3. Victimization

a. 3 million cases of abuse or neglect are reported to child services annually


b. The highest victimization rate by age is among children under 4 years old


c. Victimization rates vary across ethnicity and gender 


d. Eighty percent of child victims were maltreated by one or both parents 

4. Corporal punishment 


a. Likely to be used in authoritarian-style parenting 


b. Corporal punishment has adverse effects on psychosocial development 



C. Maltreatment, Corporal Punishment, and Delinquency




1. Non-lethal consequences of maltreatment 




    a. Delinquent, aggressive, and violent behavior by victims 




    b. John Lemmon’s study of maltreatment and measures of delinquency




2. Persistent maltreatment consequences 




    a. Increases the risk of chronic delinquency in early and late adolescence 





b. Timothy Ireland and colleagues found maltreatment predictive of drug use and 




delinquency



    c. Low impact spanking does not appear to be predictive of later delinquency




    d. More severe forms of corporal punishment are associated with delinquency




    e. Corporal punishment viewed differently among African Americans than whites




    f. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Has Sweden’s Anti-Spanking Law 




Reduced Child Abuse?




    g. See Delinquency Controversy: Spanking 101
VI. Conclusions
A. Family as a Critical Socializing Agent 
1. Family instills morals and teaches right from wrong

B. Family Structure

1. Varying forms of families 
C. Changes in the Family

1. Parental Supervision


2. Types of Parenting 

D. Maltreatment and Corporal Punishment 


1. Consequences 


2. Connections to Delinquency 
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