Chapter 5: Sociological Theories: Cultural Deviance, Strain, and Social Control 
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Dana Haynie)


B. In the twentieth century sociologists began to challenge biological and psychological 
theories of delinquency leading to the development of new theoretical perspectives



1. Cultural theories 



2. Strain theories 


3. Social Control theories 


C. Central question becomes why do children obey the rules of society? 

II. Cultural Deviance Theory

A. Defining Cultural Deviance Theory
1. Delinquency is a natural result of conditions that exist within certain neighborhoods in cities 



    a. Popular theory in early twentieth century in a period of rapid population growth 

B. Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay 


1. Delinquency is caused by the neighborhood in which a child lives 



2. Concentric zones 



    a. Discrepancy in rates of delinquency based on the zones which individuals lived 



    b. Cultural and environmental connections 



    c. See Figure 5-1 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay



3. Findings connected to:


    a. Run-down areas generating social disorganization



    b. Social disorganization fosters cultural conflict 



    c. Cultural conflict allows delinquency flourished 



    d. Allowed to flourish, delinquency becomes a full-time career


    e. See Figure 5-2: Zones of Delinquency in Chicago, 1900-1933


4. Robert Sampson and Byron Groves study


    a. Rate of juvenile violence was strongly correlated with rates of poverty, single- 


    parent families, and racial isolation 



5. Matthew Lee’s study



    a. Social disorganization theory applicable in cities and rural communities 



6. Theoretical outgrowths of Shaw and McKay’s research 



    a. Collective efficacy



    b. Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods 



    c. Differential Social Organization 



    d. Ecological-transactional model of community violence 



    e. Examination of gangs pulling youth into crime 



    f. Influence of conventional values on neighborhood crime rates 



    g. Delbert Elliott’s and William Julius Wilson’ s study on personal competence, 



    prosocial competence, and prosocial behavior 

C. Edwin Sutherland 


1. Theory of Differential Association 



    a. Describing the process of becoming deviant



2. The Nine Principles of Differential Association Theory  



    a. Culminate in the notion that delinquent behavior is learned 



    b. Children are likely to commit crimes when they associate with delinquent peers 


3. Theoretical Support for Differential Association Theory


    a. Mark Warr states peer association is the best predictor of delinquency




    b. Nicole Piquero peer association is a better predictor of delinquency for boys than 


    for girls 



    c. Dana Haynie and colleagues argue romantic peers have stronger influence on 


    girls’ than boys’ delinquency 



    d. Dana Haynie and colleagues concluded that adolescence are likely to be 



    delinquent if they associate with highly delinquent peers and engage in unstructured 


    activities 



4. Variations on Differential Association Theory 



    a. Daniel Glaser’s Differential Identification Theory



    b. C. Ray Jeffery’s Differential Reinforcement Theory 



    c. Robert Burgess’ and Ronald Akers’ modified Differential Association Theory


D. Walter Miller 



1. Argued that lower-class culture fosters delinquency



    a. Female-headed households 



    b. Alienation of boys creates all-male peer groups



    c. Culture is created and transmitted through peer groups



    d. Strong identification with focal concerns leads to violation of laws



2. Culture revolves around six focal concerns



    a. Autonomy



    b. Excitement



    c. Fate



    d. Smartness



    e. Trouble



     f. Toughness



3. See Figure 5-3 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Walter Miller 


4. Significance of Social Class 


    a. Theory resigns poverty to fate  


    b. William Julius Wilson’s study of the underclass 



5. Two Competing Theories on the Culture of Poverty



    a. Edward Banfield’s “birds of a feather” 



    b. Poverty as functional
III. Strain Theory

A. Understanding Anomie

1. A period of chaos or normlessness 

    a. Term coined by Emile Durkheim 



b. Without norms people do not have the self-control to avoid deviance 

B. Robert Merton 

1. Expanded Durkheim’s definition of anomie

    a. A permanent disjuncture between cultural goals that are worth striving for and 


   institutionalized or appropriate means of obtaining those goals 

2. Society is characterized by unequal access through legitimate means to cultural goals

    a. Results in strain 


    b. See Figure 5-4 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Robert Merton


    c. Blocked access results in the need to adapt


3. Modes of Adaptation 



    a. Conformity



    b. Innovation 



    c. Ritualism 



    d. Retreatism


     e. Rebellion  



    f. See Table 5-1: Merton’s Modes of Adaptation 


4. Criticisms of Merton’s theory


    a. Difficult to generalize the motivation and adaptation as Merton did 


    b. Left the process for goal assimilation unanswered 

C. Albert Cohen 

1. Building from Merton’s theory Cohen explained why lower-class boys commit crime

2. Characterized lower-class boys as:


    a. Malicious 


    b. Negativistic



   c. Nonutilitarian 



   d. Versatile 


    e. Hedonistic 


    f. Exhibit group autonomy 


3. Middle-Class Measuring Rod


    a. A means of judging children’s behavior in terms of a set of values or standards 


    b. Difficulty in conforming to middle-class values 


4. Delinquency is a male, lower-class, urban phenomenon 


    a. See Figure 5-5 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Albert Cohen


5. Evaluation of Cohen’s theory


    a. Produced mixed results


    b. Lee Rainwater argues that lower-class boys generally hold middle class values but 
 

   stretch them to fit their needs 

    c. David Downes reports frustration over middle-class values commonly results in 


   disassociation of those values

D. Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin

1. Agree with Cohen that delinquency is a lower-class, male, and urban phenomenon


2. Delinquency comes from the disjunction between what children are taught to want 
 
 and what is available

    a. Inability to attain wants increases odds that juveniles will join gangs 


    b. Inability to meet financial success results in blaming either society or oneself


3. Three Delinquent Subcultures


    a. Criminal subculture 


    b. Conflict subculture 


    c. Retreatist subculture 


4. Generally, support exists for this theory


    a. See Figure 5-6 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin


E. Robert Agnew



1. General Strain Theory



    a. When conditions if left unchecked cause frustration for a child 



    b. Seeks to remedy the limitations in Strain Theory arguing strains come from a 


    variety of sources 



    c. How children respond to strain depends on conditioning factors 



    d. See Figure 5-7 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Robert Agnew



2. Support for General Strain Theory



    a. Bill McCarthy and John Hagan argue adverse living conditions influence crime



    b. Raymond Paternoster and Paul Mazerolle report a connection between strain and 


    drug use 



    c. Carter Hay and Michelle Evans found violent victimization is a strong predictor of  


    involvement in crime



3. 7 Reasons for Responding Violently to Strain


F. Steven Messner and Richard Rosenfeld 



1. Institutional Anomie Theory


    a. American culture and social structure interact to produce conditions that lead to 


    delinquency



    b. American culture is characterized by individualism 



    c. Cultural factors are embedded in social institutions 



2. Rife with inequality American culture blocks the legitimate means of some to succeed


    a. Criminality becomes the most effective means to achieve wealth 



    b. See Figure 5-8 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Steven Messner and Richard 



    Rosenfield
IV. Social Control Theory
A. Explaining Social Control Theory

1. Without controls children would break the law


    a. Traced to work of Thomas Hobbes 


    b. Delinquency is an expected behavior 

B. Walter Reckless


1. Containment Theory



    a. What separates good children from bad is a child’s self-concept



 2. Pressures and Pulls 



    a. Outer pulls



    b. Inner pushes



    c. External containments 



    d. Internal containments 

C. David Matza



1. Criticizes Strain theorists for not accounting for maturational reform



    a. The idea that nearly all children who participate in delinquency reduce or stop such 

    activity as they grow older 



    b. States that if juveniles were really committed to their delinquent behavior as strain 


    theory suggests, they would engage in delinquency all of their waking hours 



2. Techniques of Neutralization 




    a. Denial of Responsibility



    b. Denial of Injury



    c. Denial of Victim



    d. Condemnation of the Condemners 



    e. Appeal to Higher Loyalty 


D. Travis Hirschi



1. All adolescence will engage of delinquency unless obstacles are thrown in their way



2. Social Bond Theory



    a. Bond describes a person’s connection to their society 



    b. Attachment



    c. Commitment 



    d. Involvement



    e. Belief 



3. Support for Social Bond Theory



    a. Douglas Longshore found those with low-self esteem are less attached to society



    b. Ozden Ozbay states social control theory is a better predictor of delinquency for 


    males than females 



    c. Randy LaGrange and Helen White discovered the influence of the social bond 


    changes over time 



4. Charles Tittle’s Control Balance Theory



    a. explains criminality in terms of control imposed over people and the control an 


    individual can exercise over others 



    b. Studies that evaluate the theory produced mixed results 


E. Michael Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi
1. Wrote A General Theory of Crime
    a. Argue that people are pleasure seeking and self-gratifying 

b. Crime is committed because offenders imagine it will be gratifying 

2. Significance of self-control 

a. Delinquent youths have low self-control and therefore cannot resist instant 
gratification 

   b. Gottfredson and Hirschi claim differences in self-control account for most 
differences in children 

   c. Low self-control is a result of poor parenting 
   d. See Figure 5-9 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Michael Gottfredson and Travis 
Hirschi 
3. Criticisms 

a. The theory pays too little attention to individual differences among children


b. Ignores differences in power relationships between children and adults 
V. Juvenile Justice Policy Implications 
A. Aim of Policy Stemming from Sociological Theories 

1. To change the relationship between the child and his or her environment 
B. Cultural Deviance Theory
1. Neighborhoods are largely responsible for crime 
    a. Chicago Area Project (CAP)


b. Neighborhood Watch programs


c. Operation Weed and Seed 


d. Mentoring programs 

C. Strain Theory

1. Children must be provided with legitimate opportunities to achieve success


a. Project Head Start
D. Social Control Theory 

1. Creation of preventative programs that reattach children to their parents, schools, 
and communities by getting them involved in conventional and prosocial activities 


    a. The Police Athletic League



b. The Midnight Basketball League 


    c. Boys and Girls Club programs


2. Necessary Programs 


    a. Incredible Years: Parents, Teachers, and Children Training Services


    b. Early childhood programs that improve a child’s self-control  

VI. Conclusion 


A. Sociologists challenged the biological and psychological theories of deviance




1. Cultural Deviance Theory





a. Focused on the role of the environment on a child’s behavior 



2. Strain Theory



    a. Claimed there is no unique lower-class culture 




    b. Legitimate means to success are unequally distributed among the social 



    classes



3. Social Control Theory



    a. Without controlling behavior children will commit delinquency 


B. Policy Implications 



1. Cultural Deviance Theory




2. Strain Theory




3. Social Control Theory
PAGE  
© 2009 Jones and Bartlett Publishers, LLC


