Chapter 11: Violence, Drug Use, and Delinquency  
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Scott Menard) 


B. Perceptions of Youth Violence and Drug Use   



1. Society believes youth violence and substance abuse to be an all time high


    a. Media influences this characterization 



2. In reality youth violence and drug use are at their lowest levels in decades 

C. Dealing with Youth Violence and Drug Use   



1. People believe that these crimes need to be punished severely  

 II. The Nature and Extent of Youth Violence

A. Statistics on Youth Violence 


1. According to the FBI, 55,600 juveniles were arrested for violent crimes in 2007



2. Juveniles are both perpetrators and victims of violence 



    a. Children are more likely to be victimized in the home 



3. Daniel Flannery and colleagues’ study on youth violence 


B. Patterns of Youth Violence 


1. Since the beginning of the twenty-first century the U.S. has experienced low levels of 


criminal violence 


    a. In the 1980s violent youth crime was at its lowest level since 1973



    b. The “Golden Age of Crime” in the years between 1994 and 2004 



2. Increase in violent youth crime 



    a. Beginning in 2003 the number for juveniles arrested for murder has increased 



    b. Increase in youth crime attributed to gang activity 



3. Decrease in youth crime 



    a. Since 2008 the FBI reports a decrease in violent crime and property crime 



    b. See Figure 11-1: Youth Violence, 1980-2005



    c. Rates of youth violence are still at lowers points in decades 



4. Youth and Homicides 



    a. Terance Miethe and Wendy Regoeczi note homicides are increasingly committed 


        by young, African American male offenders, multiple offenders, guns, and 

  
             strangers 



    b. Rates of violent crimes and the connection to race 



5. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Youth Violence in European Countries 


C. Why the Decline in Youth Violence? 


1. Criminologists as weathermen



    a. Difficulty in predicting crime statistics 



    b. Disagreement among criminologists in interpreting past statistics 



2. Marc Ouimet



    a. Causes of decline in crime result in demographic shifts, improved work 



    opportunities, and changes in cultural values 



3. John Conklin



    a. No single factor led to the decline in crime rates 



    b. Argues harsher sentencing laws, “get-tough” attitudes of the courts, and greater 


    use of waivers to adult court influenced the decline in crime 



4. Alfred Blumstein 



    a. Argues decline in crack cocaine market is responsible for decline in crime 


D. Characteristics of Violent Juvenile Offenders



1. Males account for 82.5 percent of arrests for violent crimes 



2. Gender Differences in Violent Crime 



    a. Girls who murder use knives; boys use guns 



    b. Girls tend to murder young victims or family members 



    c. Girls are becoming more violent than their counterparts in the past 



3. Racial Differences in Violent Crime 



    a. White youths represent 65 percent of forcible rapes, 63 percent of aggravated 


    assaults, and 47 percent of arrests for murder



    b. African American youth are overrepresented in robbery arrests at 56 percent and 


    murder 51 percent 



    c. Delbert Elliott reports at age 17, 36 percent of African American males and 25 


    percent of white males report committing one or more serious violent crime 


E. Violent Victimization of Youth



1. Violent crime rates parallel the rates of in violent juvenile victimizations



    a. See Figure 11-2: Victimization of Youth Ages 15-19



    b. Juveniles have the highest rate of violent victimization of any age group



    c. Discrepancies in victimization rates based on gender and race 



2. See A Window On Delinquency: The Murder of Very Young Children 



3. Juvenile Victimization Statistics 



    a. Juvenile victimizations account for 12 percent of all crimes reported to the police



    b. Simple assault is the most common reported crime against juveniles 



4. Consequences of Juvenile Victimization 



    a. Perpetuating the cycle of violence 



    b. Increased likelihood of physically assaulting dating partner



    c. More likely to suffer from psychiatric problems 



5. Congress Intervenes



    a. Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006



    b. Project Safe Childhood  


F. The Role of Firearms in Youth Violence 



1. Prevalence of Youth Carrying Weapons 



    a. Pamela Wilcox and Richard Clayton’s study found males 30 percent more likely to 


    carry guns than females 



    b. Nonwhites 50 percent more likely to bring weapons to school than whites 



2. Characterizing Youth Violence 



    a. Most is not gang related 



    b. Most weapons are cheap, easily concealed guns 



3. Legal Prevention Strategies 



    a. The Brady Bill



    b. Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994



4. Youth Access to Weapons 



    a. Easily obtained 



    b. Most frequently obtained from family or friends 



    c. Joseph Sheley and Richard Wright study 



    d. Philip Cook and Jens Ludwig on availability of guns 



    e. More serious delinquents carry guns 
III. Patterns of Adolescent Drug Use

A. Changing Attitudes and the Development of a Drug Culture 


1. Generational discovery or rediscovery of drugs 

2. Measuring Adolescent Drug Use 


    a. Arrests for drug violations have decreased 30 percent since 2003 



b. Drug use among adolescents is continuing to decline 


    c. Hidden drug use and underestimating prevalence of adolescent drug use 



3. National Institute on Drug Abuse survey measures 



    a. Lifetime Prevalence 



    b. Annual Prevalence 



    c. 30-day Prevalence 



4. Adolescent Drug Use Prevalence 


    a. Statistics on drug and alcohol initiations 



    b. See Figure 11-3: Daily Onset of Substance Use 



    c. See Figure 11-4: Daily Prevalence of Adolescent Substance Abuse 



    d. Adolescent males are more likely to be arrested for drug offenses than females 



    e. Whites account for 90 percent arrests for liquor law violations and public 



        drunkenness


B. Trends in Drug Use 

1. Half of all students have tried an illicit drug before they leave high school

    a. See Table 11-1: Percentages of High School Seniors Reported Ever Having Used 


       Specific Drugs, 1975-2007


2. Monitoring the Future Survey


    a. Indicated the ninth consecutive decline in drug use among high school seniors in 


       2007


3. Types of Drug Use Examined 



    a. Marijuana 



    b. Cocaine 



    c. Other Drugs 



    d. See A Window on Delinquency: The Science of Ecstasy/MDMA



    e. Alcohol and Cigarette Use



    f. See Table 11-2: Percentages of Eight-Graders Reporting Ever Having Used 
 
   

       Specific Drugs, 1991-2007



    g. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Adolescent Drug Use in Other Countries
IV. Causes of Adolescent Drug Use 
A. Double Failure by the Individual 

1. Robert Merton


    a. Success through legitimate means attainable by relatively few individuals 


    b. Retreatism adaptation 


2. Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin 


    a. Lack of opportunity in the pursuit of success 


    b. Double failure by the individual 


3. Robert Agnew and General Strain Theory


    a. Expands on double failure theory

    b. Strains contribute to depression and escapists withdraw to drug use 

B. Learning to Use Drugs


1. Edwin Sutherland and Social Learning Theory



    a. Person’s behavior is result of group-based reinforced learning situations 



2. Erich Goode



    a. Adolescents learn to define risky behavior as good or bad through social 



    interactions 



3. Drug use is positively reinforced through peers and thus use will persist  


C. Subculture Socialization into Drug Use 


1. Youth drug use persists because social groups reinforce the behavior 



    a. Drug subculture exists 



2. Howard Becker 



    a. Described the steps in becoming a marijuana user 



    b. Becoming a drug user heavily influenced by peers 



3. Erich Goode



    a. Socialization process of the drug culture 



4. Subculture socialization is not always negative 



    a. Straight Edge Movement 


D. Weakening of Social Controls



1. Delinquency is the result of an absence or weakening of social control mechanism 


    that ensure conformity 



2. Weakening of social bonds



    a. Attachment



    b. Commitment 



    c. Involvement 



    d. Beliefs  


E. Family Conflict and Poor Parenting 



1. Delinquency is a response to dysfunction within the home



    a. Characterized by poverty, disruption, and conflict 



    b. Significance of inconsistent discipline and poor parenting skills 



    c. Result of emotional distance between parent and child(ren)



    d. Latchkey children 



    e. The role of maltreatment, abuse, and neglect on delinquency 



    f. Parents who are alcohol or substance dependent  
V. Drug Use and Delinquency 
A. The Relationship between Drugs and Delinquency 

1. Nature of the relationship has not been established 

2. Research indicating a causal relationship between drugs and delinquency 

    a. Scott Menard


    b. Richard Felson 


3. Failure of a casual relationship between drugs and delinquency 


    a. David Altschuler and Paul Brounstein 


    b. Scott Jacques and Richard Wright 


4. Drugs Use and Serious Violent Crime 


    a. Colleen McLaughlin and colleagues study in a Virginia Correctional Facility 


    b. David Huizinga and colleagues study 


5. Authors conclude there is a co-occurrence between drug use and delinquency 
B. Drugs, Delinquent Friends, and Delinquency 
1. Associating with peers who are delinquent is correlated to delinquency and drug use
2. Casual relationship between prior delinquency and involvement in delinquent peer groups and substance abuse 
3. Juveniles in gangs are more likely to use drugs 
4. Adolescent-Limited Offender

a. Engage in drug use and delinquency in middle to late adolescence 

5. Life-Course Persistent Offenders


a. Drug use is part of a large behavioral pattern of delinquency


b. Comorbidity  


c. Experimentation with drugs and alcohol begins early in life 
VI. Responding to Youth Violence and Drug Use 


A. Responding to Youth Drug Use and Violence 



1. Policy makers have implemented a variety of response approaches 


B. Controlling the Availability of Guns 




1. Programs designed to reduce the availability of guns to juveniles 




2. Compstat




    a. Zero-tolerance for nuisance offending 




    b. Increased police arrests 




    c. Reduction in violence, homicides, and gun crimes in New York City



3. Project Exile  




    a. Federal approach is through stricter federal gun laws and severe penalties 




4. Franklin Zimring




    a. Suggests raising the price of guns and creating scarcity of ammunition 



C. Blended Treatment and “Get-Tough” Approaches  




1. Violent Juvenile Offender program (VJO)




    a. Employing a system of rewards and sanctions 




    b. Placed in treatment facility and gradually released into conventional society




2. Capital Offender Program (COP)




    a. For homicide offenders with psychological disorder




    b. Promote verbal expression of feelings and decrease hostility and aggression




3. Legal and Institutional Approach 




    a. Waiving violent offenders to criminal adult court




    b. Establishing determinant sentences and adjudication 





c. Parental-Liability laws 





d. Violence Suppression Unit 




    e. Tracking offenders  



D. Control Response 




1. Focus on the arrest and prosecution of drug dealers and drug users




    a. Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988



    b. National Drug Control Strategy



2. Juvenile Drug Courts 



    a. Alternative to traditional approach to drug cases




    b. Aim to integrate drug and alcohol treatment programs 




    c. Greater emphasis on treatment for juveniles 




3. Drug Testing in Schools 




    a. Many schools require athletes to submit to drug tests




    b. Vernonia School District 47J v. Acton 




    c. Board of Education of Pottawatomie County v. Earls et al.



    d. See From The Bench: Board of Education of Pottawatomie County v. Earls et 


            al.



4. Police Crackdowns 



    a. Short term periods of extensive law enforcement to target substance abuse, 



        delinquency and drug dealing




    b. Operation Safe Streets





c. Police crackdowns do not always have intended effect 


E. Education, Prevention, and Treatment 




1. Focus on educating the public on the dangers of drug use 




2. Education and Prevention in School




    a. Protecting You/Protecting Me





b. D.A.R.E.




3. Drug Treatment Programs




    a. Detoxification 





b. Chemical dependency 





c. Outpatient clinics 





d. Methadone maintenance programs





e. Residential therapeutic communities 




4. The Life Skills Training Program




    a. Costs $7 per student and has resulted in major reductions of substance use 



F. Decriminalization 




1. Relaxing existing enforcement of existing drug laws 




2. Legalization 





a. Eliminating many of the laws prohibiting the distribution and possession of 




    drugs




b. Critics argue either plan would increase the use of drugs




c. Ravin v. State (1975)





d. Harm reduction 
VII. Conclusions 
A. Youth Drug Use and Violence is on the decline 
1. Currently drug use and violence are at historically low levels 
2. Varying reasons criminologists cite for the decline 
B. Trends in Youth Violence 

1. Characterized by males, minorities, from urban and low-income neighborhoods


2. Juvenile violence victims tend to be older, male, minority youth 
C. Prevention of Youth Violence 


1. Varying responses by legislators and criminologists

D. Extent of Juvenile Drug Use


1. On the decline from recent years

E. Trends in Drug Use by Juveniles 


1. Demographic differences 

F. Theories of Drug Use 


1. Strain Theory


2. Social Learning Theory


3. Social Control Theory

G. Response to Juvenile Drug Use 


1. Control Response


2. Education, Prevention, Treatment Response


3. Legal Response 

PAGE  
© 2009 Jones and Bartlett Publishers, LLC


