Chapter 1: Defining Delinquency 
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (David Finkelhor)


B. Juvenile Delinquency as a Complex Phenomenon 


C. Definition of Juvenile



1. Persons younger than age 18



2. Striking statistics of juveniles and crime 



3. Dedrick Owens example


D. Juvenile Crimes World Wide 
II. Status of Children 

A. Definition of Status


1. Socially defined position within a group characterized by certain rights, expectations, 


and duties



    a. Achieved status 



    b. Ascribed status 


B. Underprivileged Child Status


1. Examples of child abuse and maltreatment 



    a. Mary Ellen Wilson



    b. Nicole Beecroft



    c. Debra Liberman



   d. Catholic priests and religious leaders 



2. Study by Cathy Widom and Michael Maxfield on the consequences of maltreatment


    a. Abuse or neglect increases the likelihood of arrest as a juvenile 59 percent



    b. Maltreated children younger at time of first arrest and arrested more frequently



    c. Physically abused and neglected children were arrested more often for violent 


       crimes



    d. Abused and neglected girls were at an increase risk of arrests for violence 


C. David Finkelhor and Lisa Jones report less child maltreatment today than in the 



immediate past 

D. See Delinquency Controversy: The House of Prayer 
III. Early Prohibitions of Juvenile Behavior 

A. The Code of Hammurabi

1. One of the oldest known written laws 

2. 282 rules with specific punishments 

3. Rules pertaining to children 


    a. Disobedient children 



b. Adopted children 

B. The Greek Empire 

1. Parent-Liability laws 


    a. Parent responsible for the behavior of their children 


2. Child exposure to violence was high 


3. Violence between parents and children was not uncommon 

C. The Middle Ages 

1. Children viewed as miniature adults 

2. Punishment for children who commit crimes



    a. No person under age 16 could be sentenced to death 



    b. Very young children exempt from prosecution 



    c. Little distinction between juveniles and adults 

D. See Delinquency Prevention Parental-Liability Laws


1. Current U.S. state legislatures hold parents responsible for child(ren)’s delinquency


2. Examples of parent-liability laws by state



3. As a general rule parents are held liable when child is acting on behalf of the parent 


    or when the parent’s carelessness or negligence made the problem possible 


E. The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 



1. Examples of delinquency in Mary Perry’s Crime and Society in Early Modern Seville


    a. Most arrests of juveniles were street children who had to fend for themselves 


2. Secular Laws



    a. Defined a body of legal statutes developed separately from church or cannon law 

F. The Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries  


1. Theft and violent crime common among youth 



2. Juveniles were commonly punished through sentences of incarceration, banishment 


    or death 



3. John Wade’s A Treatise on the Police and Crimes of Metropolis


    a. Juvenile delinquents were theorized to be employed by older criminals 



4. Age of intent 



    a. Children under age 7 were presumed incapable of harboring criminal intent 



    b. Children between 7-14 years of age were considered incapable of criminal intent 



but there were exceptions 
IV. American Delinquency 
A. The American Colonies 

1. Stubborn Child Law


    a. Children who disobey their parents will be put to death 


2. Puritans view that social ills would be the downfall of the entire colony


    a. Resulted in sever punishments for misbehavior 


3. Children viewed by upper class as fragile yet corruptible

B. Postcolonial Patterns of Delinquency



1. Influx of immigrant children generated fear



2. During economic depression crime rates skyrocketed 



3. Growth of juvenile gangs in cities 

C. The Child Savers 



1. Individuals who joined a movement that believed in the goodness of children 

a. Blamed juvenile crime on external factors including: poverty, overcrowding, 


    immigration, lack of parental guidance 
    b. Solution to youth crime was to remove problem children from bad homes and      

        place them in good, rehabilitating environments 
2. Early History of Institutional Control 

a. Goal of Child Savers was to remove children from extreme poverty

   1. Resulted in children treated as nonpersons or people with no legal rights 


b. Children were shuffled into factories, orphanages, and houses of refuge


c. Parens patriae doctrine emerged, which defined the state as the “supreme 
  
 

 
    guardian of every child” 


d. Creation of status offense, a term that defines an act illegal only for children 

3. The New York House of Refuge

a. First opened in New York in 1825


b. Underlying belief that poverty was associated with idleness

c. Essentially were regimented boot camps with emphasis on remorse and 
 

 
    punishment   
4. The Juvenile Court 


a. Created in Cook County, IL (Chicago) 1899


b. Purpose was to supervise problem children under the watchful eye of the 



    community


c. Officially defined a delinquent as someone “under the age of 16 who violates and 



    law of the State, or any City, or Village ordinance”


d. Court proceedings took place in a civil not criminal court and the child(ren) was to 



    be treated not punished under the rule of a judge who would act as a wise and 

        kind parent


e. By 1945 all 50 states had juvenile courts but the new institution failed to live up to 


    its goal and many judges clung to old attitudes and punishments 


D. See Delinquency Prevention: The Orphan Trains


1. Reverend Brace started the Children’s Aid Society and sent orphaned children from 


New York City to the West to be adopted by Christian farm families
V. Definitions of Juvenile Delinquency 
A. Legal Definitions 

1. Juvenile delinquency

    a. Behavior that is a violation of the criminal code and committed by a youth who 


 has not reached adult age, which is typically 18

    b. Legal definition of juvenile delinquency varies from state to state 


2. Juvenile delinquent 


    a. A person under age 18, who commits an illegal act, and is considered 
 
       delinquent when processed by the juvenile or family court 


    b. A juvenile is not officially delinquent until he or she is labeled as one by the      juvenile court 


3. Distinctions in Definitions 


    a. Limiting status offenses (1976) to: school truancy, repeated disregard for 



parental authority, running away from home, repeated use of intoxicating 



beverages, delinquent acts committed by a juvenile under 10 years of age


    b. Distinguishing between “juvenile delinquent” and “unruly child”


4. Chronic Status Offenders 


    a. Children who continue to commit status offenses despite intervention 


5. Bootstrapping

    a. Chronic offenders who are charged with criminal offenses of violation a formal 


court order specifying the specific conditions of their probation 
B. Social Definitions 
1. The definition of delinquency means different things to different people 
2.  There is a level of subjectivity in societal images of delinquency, examples of which can be found in media. 


a. Literature 


b. Movies


c. Television


d. Music


e. Video Games 

VI. What Is Delinquency? Who Is Delinquent?


A. Variation in definitions across the 50 states


B. Figure 1-1: Continua of Juvenile Delinquency 



1. Duration 



2. Frequency 



3. Priority 




4. Seriousness 



C. Two Types of Juvenile Delinquent Definitions 




1. Adolescence-limited offenders  



2. Life-course persistent offenders
VII. Conclusions


A. The way society defines delinquency reflects its view of children 


B. Historically the response to delinquency has changed 



C. Most significant reform was the creation of the juvenile court system 
PAGE  
© 2009 Jones and Bartlett Publishers, LLC


