Chapter 2: Measuring Delinquency 
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Delbert Elliott)


B. Historical Difficulties in Measuring Delinquency 


1. Unreliable statistics 


C. Crime is both context and time specific 


1. Behavior is evaluated differently depending on where and when it occurs 
II. Uniform Crime Reports 

A. Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program


1. Nationwide effort of 17,000 city, county, and state law enforcement agencies that 


voluntarily report data on crimes to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)


B. The UCR Program collects data 



 1. Crimes known to the police



 2. Number of arrests 



 3. Persons arrested 


C. Historical Background


1. 1927 Committee developed a system for the UCR statistics that was initiated in 1929



2. Crime Index


    a. Seven main offenses classified in the Part I of the UCR  



    b. Discontinued in 2004 however serious violent and property crimes are still reported


D. Recent Developments 



1. Uniform Federal Reporting Act



2. Hate Crime Statistics Act 



3. Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act  


E. The National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS)


1. 1980’s recognized a need for more detailed crime statistics 



    a. Led to the creation of the National Incident-Based Reporting System



2. Collects data on single incidents and arrests on incident, victim, property, offender 


    and arrestee information gathered by police 



3. Currently 6,000 law enforcement agencies contribute data to NIBRS and the UCR


4. NIBRS advantages to UCR


    a. contains incident-and victim-level analysis disaggregated to local 



    jurisdictions where UCR is summary based 


    b. provides full incident details; UCR abides by hierarchy rule counting only 


    the most serious offenses 



    c. separates household, individual, business, and commercial victimizations



    d. provides data on victims under the age of 12 unlike the UCR


    e. offers a broad range of offense categories



    f. contains victimization information beyond the NCVS



    g. yields individual-level information about offenders from arrest records and 


    victim reports


F. Criticisms of UCR Data 



1. Disagreement by criminologists whether the UCR is a valid indicator of crime



   a. Some criminologists argue the UCR grossly underestimates delinquent acts 



2. Limitations of the UCR


    a. Dark Figure of Crime or the gap between the amount of crime reported and the 


    actual amount of crime committed 



    b. Hierarchy Rule where in a multiple offense situation only the most serious offense 


    is reported in the UCR totals


G. A Window on Delinquency: Uniform Crime Reports Offenses 


H. Significance of the UCR


1. UCR statistics are widely used 



2. One of only two sources of national data on delinquency trends in the U.S.



3. Studies show that the UCR and NIBRS reveal similar estimates of crime 


I. A Window on Delinquency: Counting the Victims of Serial Murder
III. Victimization Surveys 

A. Victim Survey

1. Asks people about their experiences as crime victims 

B. National Opinion Research Center Survey 

1. First nationwide victimization survey was completed in 1967

2. Results showed victimization rate was more than double the rate reported in the UCR

C. National Crime Victim Survey (NCVS)

1. Survey designed to measure the victimizations experienced by U.S. citizens 

2. Comprehensive and systematic survey of personal and household crimes


3. Crimes of Interest


    a. Eight offenses including: rape, robbery, assault, burglary, household larceny, motor 
    vehicle theft, larceny with or without contact 


4. Data obtained from interviews with 75,000 people in 50,000 households 



    a. Only people age 13 and older are interviewed 



5. Strengths of NCVS data


    a. NCVS data are useful in understanding the dark figure of crime 



    b. NCVS data sheds light on why victims do not report crimes



    c. The data demonstrates the variation in official reporting of delinquency offenses



    d. NCVS data has drawn theoretical attention to the social interaction between victim 


    and offender  



6. Limitations of NCVS data



    a. Small number of crimes of interest (8) for which data is collected 



    b. Reliability and sampling errors  



7. See A Window on Delinquency The NCVS

D. Do Official Crime Data and Victimization Data Match? 

1. Data between official statistics and victimization statistics generally match

    a. Lauritsen and Schaum study


2. Convergent data 

    a. Where youth who are likely to commit delinquent acts are most likely to be 
 
 


    victimized

    b. Overlap between offending and victimization as delinquents and victims tend to be 
    drawn from the same population 


    c. This offender and victim overlap is not limited to the United States but found 
  
    globally 

IV. Self Report Studies 
A. Third source of information where juveniles are directly asked about their delinquent 
behavior 

B. Historical Background  


1. 1946 Austin Porterfield study 



    a. First self-reported study comparing college students and juveniles who had 



    appeared before court 



2. Multiple studies reveal delinquency is widespread among youth and social groups


C. National Youth Survey (NYS)



1. Created by Delbert Elliott in 1976



2. Nationwide survey of more than 1,700 youth between ages 11 and 17 and their 


participation in delinquent acts over the past 12 months


3. See A Window on Delinquency: Self-Reported Delinquency Survey 

D. Strengths of Self-Reported Studies



1. Reveals true prevalence of delinquency 


2. Have made criminologists more aware on the dark figure of crime



3. Produces evidence of racial and ethnic bias in processing juveniles into the justice 


system


E. Weaknesses of Self-Reported Studies 


1. Methodological Concerns



2. Honesty of the Informants 



3. Validation Methods 



    a. Compare responses to police records 



    b. Verification from friend(s)



    c. Use of polygraph analysis 



4. Low participation from delinquent youth in survey



    a. Often exclusion of most serious chronic offenders


F. Scott Decker’s Research 



1. Produced a wealth of information about motives, techniques, and crimes



2. Delinquent’s lifestyle greatly influences criminal offending  



3. Crimes as a series of advances and retaliations between criminal and victim 
V. Delinquency Trends 
A. Juvenile Arrest Statistics 

1. 2007 police made 14 million arrests; fifteen percent were from young people

    a. Juveniles were arrested for 16 percent of serious violent crime


    b. Juveniles were arrested for 26 percent of property offenses  


2. Juveniles were commonly arrested for larceny-theft


3. Juveniles were most likely to be arrested for status offenses 


4. See Table 2-1: Percentage of All Crimes Resulting in a Juvenile Arrest 
B. Is Delinquency Increasing or Decreasing? 
1. Delinquency Levels are decreasing 

a. See Figure 2-1: Juvenile Violent Crime, 1981-2003

b. From 1993-1994 violent juvenile crime is down 80 percent

2. Decrease in crime from 1993-2005 as caused by


a. The Economy


b. Prisons

c. Policing 


d. Age


e. Crack


f. Abortion 

g. See Delinquency Controversy: The Criminal Unborn 
C. Is Sex Related to Delinquency? 

1. Delinquency is primarily a male phenomenon

    a. Boys are arrested more than girls for every crime but prostitution and running 
 

   away

2. Anthony Harris 

    a. sex appears to be the single most powerful predictor of delinquency 

3. Arrest rate between the sexes is closing 

    a. See Table 2-2: Ten Year Arrest Trend for Juveniles, by Sex 1998-2007



b. Even though girls are “catching up” in terms of delinquent activity, males are 
   

still several hundred percent higher in rates of delinquent involvement

4. Joycelyn Pollock and Sareta Davis suggest that the notion of females becoming 
 


    as violent as males is a myth


a. Girls involvement in violent delinquency related to their exposure to violent 


boys

5. Jennifer Schwartz and Bryan Rookey found DUI rates for women converging on 

male rates yet no change in behavior according to self-reported 


a. Indicates a change in the social control of women and drunk driving 

D. Is Race Related to Delinquency? 

1. Role of media in fostering racial and criminal stereotypes 


2. Robert Sampson and Stephen Raudenbush study on perceptions of race and 
crime


    a. Revealed all people perceive vice and crime to be greater in predominantly 


African American neighborhoods


3. Influence of cultural values on perceptions of crime 


4. Arrest Statistics 



a. UCR reveals disproportionate differences in arrests by race 



b. See Table 2-3: Race-Arrest Ration for African American and White Juveniles



c. Self-Report Data offers mixed results 


d. On average African American arrest rates were five times higher than white 


juveniles 


5. Theoretical Explanations 



a. Economic deprivation and concentrated disadvantage 



b. Family breakdown 



c. Cultural factors 



d. Intelligence (Wilson and Herrnstein) 



e. Racial profiling within the justice system


6. The relationship between race and crime is complex

E. Is Social Class Related to Delinquency? 

1. Connection between social class and delinquency produces mixed results 

2. Official data indicates lower class youths are arrested more often than middle and 
upper class youths

3. Ecological Fallacy


a. poor interpretation of the relationship between variables 


4. Charles Tittle argues validity of the research depends on when and how research 
was conducted



a. Data most likely represents a bias as lower class children are routinely 



discriminated against by the justice system 


5. Delbert Elliott and Suzanne Ageton compared lower, working and middle class 
youth’s self-reported data and observed profound difference among social class


  a. They believe lower-class juveniles commit more serious crimes 
F. Is Age Related to Delinquency? 


1. Age and delinquency are related 


2. The Age-Crime Curve



   a. crime rises in preadolescence, peaks in adolescence and declines thereafter



   b. Adolescent-limited offenders’ behavior fits the age-crime curve pattern 


3. Aging-out Phenomenon


    a. committing fewer crimes as individuals age



4. Explanations for aging-out include



    a. Personalities change



    b. Awareness of the cost of crime



    c. Peer influences weaken 



    d. Decrease in male testosterone levels 



    e. Lack of physical strength and/or agility 



    f. Full-time employment options increase  
VI. Serious, Violent, and Chronic Juvenile Offenders 


A. Terrie Moffitt’s developmental taxonomy



1. Adolescent-limited offenders 



2. Life-course persistent offenders 


B. Chronic Offenders 




1. Serious, violent and chronic juvenile offenders 




    a. This small group is responsible for the overwhelming majority of crime 


C. Major Delinquent Career Research 



1. Risk factors of chronic offenders 



2. A Window on Delinquency: Profile of a Chronic Offender 



3. Sheldon Glueck and Eleanor Glueck 



    a. Study examined long-term effects of early life experiences on social and 



    antisocial behavior 




    b. Found that an early onset of antisocial behavior predicted a lengthy criminal 



    career 




c. Examined the relationship between psychopathy and delinquency




4. Psychopathy



    a. a personality disorder that results in severe affective, interpersonal behavior 




problems 



5. Marvin Wolfgang and the Philadelphia Birth Cohorts 




a. Birth cohort studies from 1945 and 1958 





b. Persons with five or more police contacts were chronic offenders 




    c. Chronic offenders commit 63 percent of all Crime Index offenses 





d. The 1958 cohort committed more crime than the 1945 but the 1945 cohort 




committed the most serious forms of crime 



    e. Continuity of crime the continuation of antisocial behavior across stages of the 




lifespan 




6. Cambridge Study in Delinquent Development 





a. Longitudinal study of 411 males born in London between 1952 and 1953




b. Found most antisocial boys in childhood were antisocial adolescence and 




adults




7. Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health and Human Development Study





a. Longitudinal study of birth cohorts from 1972-1973 that examined health, 




development, and behavior among more than 1,000 New Zealanders 



8. National Youth Survey




    a. Longitudinal study focusing on delinquency and drug use



9. Program of Research on the Causes and Correlates of Delinquency



 
   a. Denver Youth Study



   b. Pittsburgh Youth Study 




   c. Rochester Youth Development Study 
VII. Conclusions 
A. Uncertainty about delinquency stems from hidden rates of delinquent behavior  
1. Criminologists estimate the nature and extent of delinquency through a variety of means
B. There are clear demographic discrepancies in juvenile delinquency
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