Chapter 7: Developmental Theories 
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Mark Colvin) 


B. Snapshot Theories 



1. Characterizes most delinquency theories



2. Attempt to explain fairly significant conduct in a specific point in time


C. Developmental Theories 



1. Account for factors that have driven a child to delinquency over time 



2. Increasingly more popular in criminological research 



    a. Shows the troubling cost of allowing delinquent careers to develop



    b. Mark Cohen found average cost of a serious, violent, and chronic juvenile 



    offender totals 1.5 million in criminal justice system, victimization, and loss of 



    productivity costs 



    c. Mark Cohen and Alex Piquero found a chronic at risk youth offender imposes 


    between $4.2 and $7.2 million in costs on a society



    d. Criminologists are then eager to identify the risk factors in delinquency 

II. What is Developmental Theory?

A. Defining Developmental Theories


1. Operate under the assumption that antisocial behaviors develop and are not the 


result of an underlying condition 



    a. Sometimes called life-course theories 



    b. An individual has experiences that mold them along positive or negative pathways 



2. Popularity among criminologists 


    a. Examine the time-ordering causes of how behavior changes over time



    b. Focus on the delinquent career



3. Delinquent Career


    a. The progression of delinquent behavior over time 



    b. Interest in why the “good kid” suddenly gets into trouble as a teenager 



    c. Examine the risk factors and protective factors to establish what incidents over 


    time lead to a child’s antisocial behavior 



4. Risk Factors

    a. Are situations, settings, or events that increase the likelihood a person will become 

    delinquent 



    b. See A Window On Delinquency: Developmental Risk Factors for Delinquency



5. Protective Factors



    a. Are situations, settings, or events that decrease the likelihood that a person will be 

    delinquent 


B. A Window on Delinquency: Development of an Extreme Delinquent Career
III. Developmental Theory and the Age-Crime Curve 

A. Age-Crime Curve

1. A line illustrating how rates increase in preadolescence, peak in adolescence, and 
steadily decline thereafter

    a. See Figure 7-1: Representative Age Crime Curve 


2. Curve remains intact even when the type of crime varies and the offender’s 
demographics vary 


3. Universality of the Age-Crime Curve?


    a. No consensus among criminologists as to whether the age-crime curve is universal


4. Delinquency propensity


    a. An inner or constitutional indicator of criminality that influences the likelihood of 
  
    becoming delinquent

    b. This is established during childhood and remains almost unaltered thereafter 


    c. Life events and circumstances have subtle influences on a person’s behavior 


    d. Those with high delinquent propensity will eventually relapse into an antisocial 
 
    lifestyle
IV. Developmental Theories of Delinquency 
A. An Introduction to Developmental Theories

1. How individual risk factors can vary over the life course

2. Experiencing a given risk factor at one stage of life may influence behavior in another    
    stage of life


3. Glen Elder Jr. 


    a. Historical events can affect developmental outcomes


    b. Precocious transitions have adverse effects on development 


    c. Most serious precocious transition is early exposure to drugs and alcohol

B. Gerald Patterson


1. Coercive Exchange Theory



    a. Behavior of child and adult are reversed and the child controls the behavior of an 


    adult



2. Variations on Parental Discipline of Children 



    a. Manipulation through temper tantrums 



    b. Significance of inconsistent discipline



3. Two classes of Offenders 


    a. Early Starters



    b. Late Starters 



4. His theory has a great deal of empirical support

C. Terrie Moffitt



1. Adolescent-Limited Offenders



    a. Bulk of the delinquent population 



    b. Generally law-abiding citizens



    c. Delinquency primarily low-level offenses



    d. Generally age out of delinquency 



2. Life-Course Persistent Offenders


    a. These offenders are more threatening to society



    b. Influence of neuropsychological defects



    c. Cumulative disadvantage 



    d. Become career criminals 


D. Robert Sampson and John Laub



1. Age-Graded Theory



    a. Informal social controls mediate structural context and explain criminal 



    involvement even in the face of underlying criminal propensity  



2. Cumulative continuity of disadvantage 



    a. People with low social capital mortgage their future chances 



3. Turning points 



    a. Key life events that drive someone towards or away from delinquency



4. Career criminals 



    a. Characterized by change or dynamism



5. Research Trends 



    a. Family related issues are the most significant predictors of serious delinquency



    b. Childhood delinquency is predictive of deviant characteristics in adulthood 



    c. Initial conditions for delinquency



    d. Significance of disadvantage 



    e. Turning points can derail delinquent careers 



    f. See Figure 7-3 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Sampson and Laub’s Life Course 


       Theory


E. Terence Thornberry



1. Interactional Theory



    a. All human behavior occurs in the context of social interaction 



    b. Social interaction is complex, overlapping, multidirectional, and reciprocal 



    c. The causes and consequences of delinquency are difficult to separate 



2. Roots of delinquency can be traced to structural disadvantage 



    a. Result in a weakening of social bonds  



    b. Pushes individuals towards delinquent peers 



3. See Figure 7-4 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Thornberry’s Interactional Theory


F. Joseph Weis, Richard Catalano, and J. David Hawkins



1. Social Development Model 



    a. The causes of delinquency are complex, multifaceted, and an outcome of an 


    overlapping journey of prosocial and antisocial paths 



2. Four Periods of Development



    a. Preschool



    b. Elementary School



    c. Middle School



    d. High school 



3. Focus on developmental processes across stages of life 


G. Ronald Simons



1. Delinquency and prosocial behavior are both long-term processes 



    a. Significance of deviant peers to antisocial behavior



2. Influence of prosocial romantic partners deters delinquency 


    a. Assortative mating 



3. See Figure 7-5 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Simmons and Assortative Mating  


H. David Farrington 



1. Integrative Cognitive Antisocial Potential Theory



    a. Using concepts from previous theories, he argues that antisocial potential is the 


    basis for delinquency 



2. Antisocial potential exists on a continuum 



    a. Most people have very little antisocial potential 



    b. A small subgroup has very high antisocial potential 



3. Significance of Empathy



    a. Those who lack empathy are more likely to be antisocial as they cannot 



    understand another’s emotions 



    b. May explain why males and females have different degrees of delinquency 



    involvement 



4. See Figure 7-6 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Farrington’s Integrated Theory


I. Sarnoff Mednick and Patricia Brennan


1. Investigators of the Danish Birth Cohort Study



    a. Investigation in multiple waves of males born in Copenhagen and their criminality


    b. Most impressive data set in developmental criminology



2. Findings


    a. Most damaging parental risk is maternal cigarette smoke


    b. Children with both biological and social risk factors have highest risk for 



    delinquency



    c. Children with biosocial risk factors accounted for 70 percent of cohort delinquency


    d. Children with early onset of violent behavior are more likely to have had birth 


        complications 



    e. See Figure 7-7 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Mednick and Brennan and 



        Pre/Perinatal Complications 

V. Evaluation of Developmental Theory
A. The Pathway to Delinquency 

1. Is varied and key predictors change over time 
B. Developmental Theories and Research 
1. One type focuses on how person-specific and environmental factors interrelate 
2. Shed light on how genetic factors and socialization factors interact 
    a. Kevin Beaver’s research on dopamine genes, abuse, and delinquency

    b. See Figure 7-8: Gene-Environment Interactions Predict Violent Delinquency
C. Weaknesses of Developmental Theories 

1. Overwhelmingly individualistic 

2. Most ignore the earliest stages of development 

3. Disagreement on how many delinquent pathways and risk factors exist and their 
connection to each other 

4. Variations in how many distinct type of offender classifications exist

    a. Amy D’Unger


    b. Margit Wiesner and Deborah Capaldi


    c. Tim Brennan


    d. Terrie Moffitt

5. Dispute in how the building blocks are related to one another 

    a. Direct effect


    b. Indirect effect 


6. See Delinquency Controversy Child Rearing Revisited 


7. Support for Developmental Theories


    a. Delinquent development appears similar worldwide 



b. Girls and boys follow similar pathways to delinquency



c. More research is using this theoretical framework continues to emerge 

VI. Juvenile Justice Policy Applications 


A. The Range of Causes in Delinquency According to Developmental Theory 




1. Borrow Heavily from Social Control Theory 




a. Reconnecting children and parents is important 




b. Providing children with legitimate opportunities to succeed



2. Drawing on Behavioral Theory




    a. Consistent punishment of negative behavior derails delinquency 




    b. Preventative measures provide protective factors and reduce delinquency 


B. Delinquency as a Process



1. Reveals to policy makers that experience in one stage of life may have direct 



effect of behavior in another stage 



2. Variety of pathways led to delinquency 



    a. Different types of prevention programs are needed for different ages 




    b. Same intervention program is not likely to work for all individuals 



3. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Targeting Pre-Delinquents in England


C. See Delinquency Prevention: The Seattle Social Development Project 
VII. Conclusions 
A. The Process of Delinquent Development 
1. Delinquency is a trend that takes shape over time 
2. Deviant behavior influenced by current events and past events in an individual’s            life
3. Examines the role of time, maturation, and social institutions on antisocial behavior
B. Age-Crime Curve 
C. No Universal Delinquency Prevention or Intervention Program


a. Must be tailored to the individual needs and experiences of the delinquent  
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