Chapter 8: Female Delinquency Theories 
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Joanne Belknap) 


B. Criminology and Gender Differences 


1. Historically focused on men and the behaviors of males 


    a. Male law violations exceed female violations 



2. Patriarchy 


    a. Social, legal, and political climate that values male dominance and hierarchy



    b. Influences the way in which people see the world 



3. Incorporating Girls and Women in Criminology Research 



    a. Fairly recent development to have samples of women 



    b. Often examined in comparison to males 



4. Increases in Female Delinquency



    a. Female delinquency and seriousness has increased over time 



    b. Many strong correlates of predicting male delinquency also apply when predicting 


    female delinquency 
II. Growing Up Female 

A. Historical Context for Explaining Gender Differences


1. Historically females are viewed as inferior to males 



2. Expectation of gender roles in a patriarchal society



3. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Nujood Ali, Divorced at Age 10 in Yemen 


B. Relational Aggression 


1. Refers to behaviors that focus on damage to relationships, or threats of damage to 


relationships 


    a. Can be either direct or indirect 



2. More Frequently Used By Females 


    a. Females are more invested in relationships than males and use relational 



        aggression to maintain relationships 


C. The Development of Girls’ Gender Roles 



1. Gender-Role Identities 



    a. Socialization of sex-appropriate behavior based on gender stereotypes 



    b. Begins at conception 



    c. Reinforced through toys and games at an early age 



    d. Parents treat children differently based on the child’s sex 



    e. Schools are socializing agents for gender



2. Jason Boardman and colleagues’ study of resilience



    a. Found 62 percent of females’ ability to overcome environmental stress comes from 

    environmental sources whereas 52 percent of boys’ resilience comes from genetics 


D. Girls’ Identities 


1. Socialization leads girls to identify with traditional female roles 



    a. Carol Gilligan’s research on identifying with primary caretaker



    b. Lisa Broidy’s research on gender, empathy, and delinquency 



2. Judging Girls’ Identities 



    a. Nurturing and caring roles are reinforced 



    b. Judgment is tied to girls’ sexuality


    c. Girls are steered into acceptable or legitimate forms of sexual and social behavior 


E. Gendered Pathways in Delinquency 



1. Developmental Perspective 



    a. Examines the role of risk factors and protective factors that increase or decrease 


    delinquency 



    b. Women’s offending careers are often related to drug abuse



    c. Stephen Cernkovich found girls with abuse histories to be 334 percent more likely 


    to become chronic adult offenders 



    d. Victimization histories 



    e. Cathy Spatz Widom’s cycle of violence 


F. Girls and Violence 



1. Increase of Female Delinquency



    a. Growing at a faster rate than delinquency committed by males 



    b. Concern about increase of violent offenses committed by females 



2. Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Girls Study Group



    a. Girls are arrested for simple assault more today than in previous years 



    b. There is no looming national crisis of serious violence among adolescent girls 



    c. Girls fight with peers to gain status 



    d. When girls fight at school it is the result of self-defense, hopelessness, and 



    victimization 



    e. Girls in disadvantaged neighborhoods are at an increased risk to commit violence 


    and be victimized 



    f. See Figure 8-1 A Window on Delinquency: Female Involvement in Violent 



    Delinquency

III. Theories of Female Delinquency 

A. Introduction to Female Delinquency Theories 

1. Females have traditionally been viewed as less delinquent than males 

2. As more women entered the field of criminology new research on female delinquency 
has emerged 

B. Biological and Psychological Theories 

1. Female violators were seen as uniquely different from male criminals 

2. Cesare Lombroso and William Ferrero’s The Female Offender 


    a. Female criminal was biologically inferior to noncriminal females 


    b. Women were weak and childlike thus less likely to commit crimes 



   c. When a woman does turn to crime she is “a monster” 


    d. Biologically the criminal female is more like a male 


    e. Biology keeps women from engaging in crime 


3. W.I. Thomas


    a. Males and females are biologically different yet both motivated by wishful fulfillment 


    b. People are not inherently delinquent   


    c. Impulsivity of the female sex


4. Otto Pollak


    a. Wrote The Criminality of Women (1950)


    b. Women are as criminal as men but their criminality is hidden or masked 


    c. Due to lack of physical strength women use indirect means to carry out crimes 


    d. Chivalry hypothesis or overlooking female criminality by males

5. Recent Biological and Developmental Explanations 


    a. John Cowie and colleagues say female delinquency dominated by sexual 

  
    misbehavior 



    b. Evolutionary psychology and gendered adaptations to the environment 



    c. Anne Campbell’s argument on behavioral differences based on reproductive 


    investments 



    d. Hormonal differences among genders 



    e. Differences in brain chemistry among males and females 



    f. Maturity gap 



    g. Evolutionary neuroandrogenic theory 

C. Sociological Theories 

1. Emile Durkheim wrote the first sociological theory of gender differences in crime 

    a. Women were less active in collective life and thus less exposed to the causes of 
  
    homicide 


 2. Historically sociological theories stressed male patterns of behavior 


    a. Many of the previous theories examined neglect females altogether


    b. Fredric Thrasher argued girls in gangs take on the roles of boys


    c. Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay made only brief mention to female delinquents 


    d. Barbara Warner suggest social disorganization theory ignores socialization 


    e. Robert Merton’s strain theory fails to address female delinquency 


    f. Robert Agnew expanded his strain theory analysis to include females 


    g. Walter Miller ignored female delinquency in his study of gangs


    h. Albert Cohen defined delinquency as a male phenomenon 


    i. Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin focused exclusively on male delinquency 


   j. Edwin Sutherland made no reference to females in differential association theory



   k. Travis Hirschi’s social bond theory was re-examined by scholars to look for 


    explanations of female delinquency 


3. The Significance of Self-Control 


    a. Michael Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi’s study 


    b. Delinquency more likely among youth who lack self-control regardless of gender 


    c. Gender differences in self-control attributable to differences in socialization 


    d. See Figure 8-2 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Michael Gottfredson and Travis 
  

       Hirschi


4. The Influence of the Label 


    a. Edwin Schur and the labels commonly associated with women 


    b. Negative labels set into motion social reactions that negatively impact an 
  
  
        individual’s life chances 


    c. Labels affect men and women differently 


    d. See Delinquency Controversy: Sexual Labeling and Control of Girls 


5. Power-Control Theory


    a. Girls engage in less delinquency because they are more closely monitored by their 

        parents in patriarchal families 


    b. Developed by John Hagan 


    c. Patriarchal versus Equalitarian families 


6. Liberation Hypothesis 


    a. Women’s liberation led to increases in female criminality 


    b. Developed by Meda Chesney-Lind and Randall Shelden 

D. Marxist-Feminist Theories 

1. Combine patriarchal dominance and male control of interpersonal relationships, the 
   
    home, and the means of production to explain female criminality 

2. Double Marginality 

    a. Females subordinate to both males and capitalists 


    b. Developed by James Messerschmidt


    c. See Figure 8-3 Mapping Delinquency Theory: James Messerschmidt 


    d. Women’s criminality is a response to their subordinate and powerless positions in 

        patriarchal society 


    e. Minimal support for Messerschmidt’s theory 


E. Gendered Power-Control Theory



1. Hagan and colleagues expanded power-control theory to look at gender differences 



    a. Concluded patriarchal families have higher levels of control for female compared 


    to males



2. Empirical research testing the theory has produced mixed results  


F. Merry Morash and Meda Chesney-Lind’s Research on Nurturing Relationships



1. Closest development of a “feminist” theory of delinquency



2. Emphasis is placed on females developing nurturing relationships 



    a. Decreases delinquency



    b. Argue can work for males or females 



    c. See Figure 8-4 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Merry Morash and Meda Chesney-


    Lind


F. Differential Oppression Theory 


1. The Double Oppression of Females 

    a. Girls are oppressed by adults and as females 


2. Modes of Adaptation 

    a. Passive acceptance 


    b. Manipulation of peers 


    c. Exercise of illegitimate coercive power 


    d. Retaliation


3. Girls’ Identities 


    a. Reinforced nurturing gender roles 


    b. Girls monitored more closely and taught to identify with their mothers 


    c. Discouraged from independent and risk-taking activities 


    d. Examines socialization differences of males and females 


    e. See Figure 8-5 Mapping Delinquency Theory: Robert Regoli and John Hewitt 

IV. Juvenile Justice Applications 
A. Influence of the Male Centered Approach to Examining Crime 
    1. Resulted in a marginalization and minimization of programs and policies for females

    2. Meda Chesney-Lind argues females are “invisible in terms of programming” 

B. Current Programs for Females 

    1. Based on stereotypes of female issues 

    2. Focus on intervention rather than prevention 

    3. Built around the needs of adolescent boys

C. Programs Needed for Female Delinquency Pertain to:

    1. Protecting females from physical and sexual violence 


    2. Reducing the risk of sexual diseases and pregnancy 

    3. Unemployment and job training  


    4. Safe housing, managing family problems and stress


    5. Developing a sense of empowerment 


   6. Separating at-risk girls from boys so girls’ needs will not be overshadowed by boys’ 

   needs

V. Conclusions
A. History of Females in Criminology Research 

1. Females relatively absent from criminology research until twentieth century 
B. Theoretical Approaches for Explaining Female Delinquency 
1. Biological Differences

    a. Historically women stereotyped as inferior and atavistic

    b. Focus on emotional and hormonal influences in delinquent behavior 
2. Sociological Theories 
    a. Shifted from individual level to examining the role of social forces 

3. Marxist and Feminist Theories 

    a. Stressed influence of patriarchy and capitalism on female delinquency 

4. Differential Oppression Theory


a. Females face double oppression as both children and females 
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