Chapter 10: Schools and Delinquency  
I. Introduction

A. Profiles in Delinquency (Jackson Toby) 


B. The Role of School as a Social Institution  



1. The United States has a long history of providing free public education 


    a. Traced to the Massachusetts Act of 1642


C. Compulsory School Attendance Law  



1. Required all children between 8 and 14 years of age to attend school for three a 


minimum of three months each year 


    a. Truant officers enforced the law and checked on school absences 


2. See Table 10-1: State and District of Columbia Compulsory School Attendance Laws



3. Currently 56 million children are enrolled in schools across the U.S. 



4. 30 percent of students will not graduate from high school



    a. Graduate rates vary considerably by race, ethnicity, and geographic location 


    b. See Table 10-2: Lowest to Highest Graduation Rates in 25 of the Largest U.S. 


    School Districts, 2008


D. Inequality in Schooling 



1. Non-white children are significantly more likely to attend schools that are unsafe and 


contain high levels of student misconduct 



2. Variation in resources influence educational opportunities 

II. School-Associated Violent Deaths

A. Defining School-Associated Violent Deaths


1. A homicide, suicide, legal intervention, or unintentional firearm-related death where a 

fatal injury occurs on the campus of a functioning elementary or secondary school 



    a. Violence at school while rare has tragic consequences 



    b. See Table 10-3: School Associated Violent Deaths, 1992-2007



    c. Examples of recent school shootings 



2. Forms of violence in schools



    a. Sexual abuse 



    b. School shootings 



    c. Bomb scares 



    d. Bullying


B. Concern about School Safety 


1. School shootings have galvanized public concern about school safety 



2. Nationwide studies on school homicides



    a. Over a 2-year period 68 students were killed on or near school grounds



    b. Victims generally male and were killed with a firearm 



    c. The homicides account for less than 1 percent of all male homicides



    d. Racial and ethnic minorities at a greater risk for being killed 



    e. 177 people killed over a 5 year period 



    f. Majority of killings involved firearms 



3. Today school associated deaths account for less than 1 percent of all juvenile 



homicides 



4. See Delinquency Around the Globe: Drugs, Terrorism, and Schools in Mexico

III. Nonfatal Student Victimizations 

A. Nonfatal Crime Statistics 


1. Most school crime is nonfatal

    a. Students ages 12 to 18 were the victims of 1.7 million nonfatal crimes while they 

    were at school and 1.3 million nonfatal crimes while away from school 


2. Victimization rates 


    a. Younger students are more likely than older students to be victimized at school


    b. The reverse is true away from school 


3. See A Window on Delinquency: School Crime Statistics 
IV. Nonfatal Teacher Victimizations 
A. Teachers as Victims of School Violence 

1. In a survey of school teachers 7 percent of 260,000 reported being threatened with 
injury by a student in their school 


2. 3 percent of teachers had been physically attacked 


    a. Reports of being threatened or attached varied on the type of school they were 

    teaching in as secondary school teachers reported more threats than elementary 
   
    school teachers  


    b. City teachers reported threats at greater rates than suburban or rural teachers 

B. Preventing Teacher Victimizations


1. 2008 Harrold School District in Texas permitted teachers to carry concealed guns 


    a. Teacher must be trained and approved to carry and conceal the weapon 

V. School Environment 
A. Disciplinary Problems 


1. School discipline can contribute to or deter school violence 

2. Disciplinary problems have an even greater impact on students’ ability to learn 
B. Bullying 
1. Defined as one’s strength or status to intimidate, injure, or humiliate another person of lesser strength or status
    a. Bullying is widespread

    b. 13 percent of students are bullies

    c. 11 percent of students are bullied


d.  6 percent of students are both bullies and bullied 
2. Four Types of Bullying 

a. Physical


b. Verbal


c. Emotional 


d. Sexual 
3. Who are the Bullied Students? 

    a. In the National Crime Victim Survey School Crime Supplement, 28 percent of students reported being bullied in the past 6 months

b. White and African-American students were bullied more often than Hispanics


c. As students’ grade level increased they were less likely to be bullied 


d. Students in public schools were more often bullied than private school students 


e. See Figure 10-1: Percentage of Students Who Report Being Bullied, 2007

4. Who are the Bullies? 
    a. Study by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development found that nearly 2 million children grades 6-10 are bullies

    b. Bullying most often occurs between the sixth and eighth grades

    c. Girls are emotional and verbal bullies and boys are physical bullies 

5. Consequences of Bullying


a. Long-Term Effects 


b. Short-Term Effects 


c. Dan Olweus and Susan Limber found bullies were more likely to be chronic offenders 

6. Prevention of Bullying 


a. Dan Olweus argues bullying can be reduced by 30 to 70 percent  


b. The Olweus Bullying Prevention Program 


c. Christopher Ferguson argues school based bully prevention programs are not effective in reducing bullying 


d. Bullying involves an imbalance of power between the bullied and bully 

7. See A Window on Delinquency: Bullying in the Twenty-First Century 
VI. Students’ Perceptions of Personal Safety


A. Consequences of Concerns Over School Violence 



1. Can make students fearful and detract from their ability to learn 





a. 6 percent of students reported being afraid of an attack or harm at school





b. 5 percent reported being afraid of an attack or harm while away from school




c. Students in urban schools were more likely to be afraid of school attacks than 




rural or suburban students 


B. Avoiding School Activities and Places at School



1. In trying to ensure their safety some students skip school or school activities 



    a. Others avoid certain places within school 





b. 6 percent of students reported skipping school or an area in the school over 




concern for safety 


C. Disciplinary Actions Taken by Schools



1. In a survey, 48 percent of public schools reported at least one disciplinary action 



    against a student





a. Including: suspension, expulsions, or transfers to specialized schools





b. Offenses included: physical attacks or fights, insubordination, distribution, 




possession, use of illegal drugs or alcohol, use of a weapon, firearm, or explosive 



device 





c. Largest reports of disciplinary action were in response to fist fights 





d. See Figure 10-2: Percent of Public Schools that took Disciplinary Action for 




Specific Offenses, 2007



D. Safety and Security Measures Implemented by Schools



1. Schools implement measures for public safety including:





a. Locked or monitored doors or gates





b. Limited access to school campuses 





c. Metal detectors 





d. School cameras





e. Drug sweeps





f. Picture identification for faculty and staff 





g. Drug testing for student athletes 
VII. Schools, Children, and the Law
A. Rules and Regulations Among Schools
1. In an effort to foster learning schools create rules to control behavior of students 
    a. Students across the nation receive the same basic handbook 

    b. Handbook lists behaviors that are violations of school code and their     

    consequences

B. Due Process Rights 

1.The Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments guarantee due process of law

    a. Must specify the legal procedural rights given to people charged with breaking      

    the law
2. Goss v. Lopez (1975)


a. School must follow minimal due process procedures when suspending a 
student from school for 10 or fewer days 


b. See From the Bench: Goss v. Lopez
3. Honig v. Doe (1988)


a. Before expelling a disabled student the school must first determine if the 
behavior was caused by the student’s disability. If so, they cannot be expelled
C. Corporal Punishment

1. The infliction of pain as a penalty for a student who violates a school rule 


2. Punishments include: 


    a. Pinching, pulling ears and hair, shaking, slapping, smacking, spanking, 

  
    swatting, hitting, kicking, punching, paddling, using switches, hair brushes, belts, 
 
    ironing cords, and kneeling on gravel or a grate 


3. The History of Corporal Punishment 


    a. Seventeenth-century Jesuit schools expected teachers to hit students


    b. Corporal punishment was widely practiced in the American colonies 


    c. Nineteenth-century discipline in school was widely used

    d. Today corporal punishment is widely banned worldwide 


    e. See Figure 10-3: U.S. States Banning Corporal Punishment in Schools, 2008


    f. See Table 10-4: Discipline at School 


4. Legality of Corporal Punishment 


    a. Baker v. Owen (1975) teachers may administer corporal punishment for 


    disciplinary purposes


    b. Ingraham v. Wright (1977) corporal punishment does not violate the Eight 
 
    Amendments’ cruel and unusual punishment clause  


    c. See From the Bench: Ingraham v. Wright 


    d. Garcia v. Miera (1987) ruled that punishment must not be excessive 


    e. Hall v. Tawney (1980) parents have no constitutional right to exempt their 

    children from corporal punishment in public schools 


5. Rates Corporal Punishment is Utilized 


    a. Between 2006-2007, 220,000 students were corporally punished 


    b. See Table 10-5 Corporal Punishment in the U.S. Public Schools, 2006-2007


    c. Each year 5,000 children are beaten badly enough to require medical attention


    d. 40 percent of corporal punishment cases take place in Texas and Mississippi


    e. African American students are hit most often


    f. Corporal punishment is more frequently used on boys 


6. Reasons for Banning Corporal Punishment 


    a. Perpetuation of the cycle of child abuse


    b. Injuries occur 


    c. Used more often on poor children, racial and ethnic minorities, children with 
 
    disabilities, and boys 


    d. Schools are the only institution where striking another is legally sanctioned 


    e. Educators are sometimes sued 


    f. Schools who use corporal punishment have poorer academic achievement 


    g. Corporal punishment is not used as a last resort 


    h. Many alternatives to corporal punishment may be more productive 


7. Alternatives to Corporal Punishment 


    a. Emphasize positive behavior of students and realistic rules 


    b. Corporal punishment may lead to more serious problems 


    c. Children who are paddled have earlier onset of behavioral problems 


    d. Nationwide movement to ban corporal punishment in schools


    e. James Dobson’s The New Dare to Discipline

    f. See Delinquency Around the Globe Corporal Punishment in Schools in 
  
  
       Cambodia

D. Searches and Seizures 


1. Schools have the right to search student and their lockers without consent


    a. Not a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment 


2. Thompson v. Carthage School District (1996)

    a. Schools have the right to searches to protect and maintain the proper 
 
  
    environment for all students 


   b. Sweep search or search of all lockers can be ordered at principal’s command 


3. New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985)


    a. School officials can conduct warrantless searches of individuals at school with 
 
    reasonable suspicion 

    b. See From the Bench: New Jersey v. T.L.O. 


4. Vernonia School District 47J v. Acton

    a. Students participating in school athletics must submit to drug testing 


    b. See From the Bench: Vernonia v. Acton (1995)


5. Board of Education of Independent School District No. 92 of Pottawatomie 
County et. al. v. Earls et. al. (2002)


    a. Schools could require students to participate in drug screening prior to any 
 
    extracurricular activity


6. Safford v. Redding (2009)


    a. The Supreme Court considered the latitude school administrators should have 
 
    when deciding to search a student 

F. Free Speech


1. The First Amendment 

    a. Guarantee of free speech is relative 

    b. Free speech of students is more restricted than adults 


    c. See Delinquency Controversy: Religion, Schools, and Students 


2. West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette (1943)


    a. Students free speech rights were violated when ordered to recite the Pledge of 
 
    Allegiance 


3. Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)


    a. Students dress did not interrupt school activities nor did it intrude on the 
 
  
    school’s affairs or rights of others 


4. Bethel School District No. 403 v. Fraser (1986)


    a. School decision was upheld as schools have the right to discipline students for 
 
    vulgar and offensive speech 


5. Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988)


    a. School administrators can regulate the content of student publications but only 
 
    for educational purposes 


    b. See From the Bench Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier

6. Morse v. Frederick (2007)


    a. School officials can prohibit students from promoting illegal drug use 
VIII. Explanations of School Violence 
A. Loss of Teacher Authority

1. Paul Copperman’s The Literacy Hoax


    a. Loss of teacher authority a result of open classrooms 


    b. Teaching as a popularity contest 


    c. Lack of control facilities deviant behavior 


2. Gary Gottfredson and Denise Gottfredson’s communal school organization 


    a. Teachers have shared values and expectations of learning and appropriate 
 
    student behavior 


    b. Focus on empowering students while administrators are in control 


3. James Coleman’s Research on Public and Private Schools


    a. In private schools scholastic achievement is higher than in public schools 


    b. In private schools teachers gain control of classroom 


    c. Private schools exhibit fewer behavioral problems 

B. Tracking


1. The grouping of individual students into curricular categories


    a. Theory is students learn better in groups similar to themselves 


    b. Students who achieve can work at the same pace


2. Student Placement 


    a. Higher-income student more likely to be placed into college-preparatory tracks 


   b. Lower-income students more likely to be placed in vocational tracks 


   c. Placement is done by teachers and counselors 


3. Potential Problems with Tracking


    a. Teachers expect less from lower-class students 


    b. A potential discriminatory practice 


    c. Tracks determine future careers


4. Connection between Tracking and Delinquency 


    a. Delinquency more closely associated with track position than social class or sex


    b. Student in lower ability tracks more likely to be involved in fights, smoking, and 
 
    school expulsion 


    c. Tracks represent both scholastic and behavioral differences between children 

C. Social Reproduction and Resistance 


1. Schools reproduce the social class structure of the larger society


    a. Benefits the economic elite 


    b. Schools perpetuate inequality 


    c. Students react to inequality by engaging in delinquency 


2. Problems with Social Reproduction Theory


    a. Henry Girouz points out student are not passive recipients, easily manipulated 


    b. Students join an oppositional culture to resist the goals of the teachers 


    c. Paul Willis argues oppositional culture ensures the status of the students

IX. Preventing School Crime and Violence 

A. Zero-Tolerance Policy

1. Purpose is to send a message that weapons, fights, drugs, and other violent 
    
    disruptions will not be tolerated 


    a. Examples of Zero-Tolerance in action 


    b. See Delinquency Prevention Zero Tolerance in Public Schools 


2. Zero-Tolerance Policies Backfiring 


    a. Children feel less safe at schools with these policies


    b. Children perform worse academically


    c. Discrepancies in the expulsion of minority students versus white students 

B. Reducing School-Risk Factors 


1. Reducing problems by targeting structure and organization of the school


    a. Early interventions 


    b. Truancy initiatives 

2. Counseling and Behavior Modification 

    a. In-school counseling to thwart juvenile delinquency 


    b. Control-orientated programs 


    c. School Resource Officer Program 


3. Preventing Targeted Violence


    a. Most violent acts are not impulsive but planned


    b. Collecting information prior and monitoring student behaviors


    c. Monitoring communications 

C. The Stay-In Policy and School Dropouts


1. Jackson Toby argues there are too many students that disrupt teaching and 
   
    learning

    a. Stay-in problem with students who are disrupting 

    b. Delinquent students do worse academically than non-delinquent students 


2. Dropping Out and Delinquency

    a. Dropouts do have higher crime rates they also had higher crime rates before 

        they left school 


    b. Delbert Elliott and Harwin Voss study on dropping out and delinquency rates 

        indicated that students delinquency declined following dropping out of school

        c. Declining delinquency rates have previously been connected to dropping out 
 
        of school 


    d. Roger Jarjoura found students who dropped out or were expelled from school 
 
        had higher rates of delinquency after leaving school 


    e. Roger Jarjoura’s research indicated different delinquency propensities based on 
        socioeconomic class once an individual dropped out of school 


3. Truancy as the “Kindergarten of Crime” 


    a. Often leads to other delinquent behavior 


    b. Children who miss school early in life are in trouble 
X. Conclusions 

A. Concern about Violence and Victimizations in Schools


1. Inspired new policies, court decisions, and rules on student behavior and the 
   
    authority of school officials 

B. Theories Linking Schools and Delinquency 


1. Loss of Teacher Authority

2. Tracking Theory


3. Social Reproduction Theory

C. Prevention Programs 


1. Need for multiple types of prevention programs 
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