Chapter 8

Introduction to Databases

Lab 1


You work in the development office of a large nonprofit hospital. There are usually 10 people working in the office. Three of the people work from home. Two of those people have Macs. The director of the office wants to buy a relational database program to help keep track of current and potential donors. You must two several database software programs and give your recommendations to the director. Use the table below to help you organize your information.

	Criteria
	Microsoft Access
	

	Ease of Learning
	Basic templates available; lack of built in database views makes initial learning difficult.
	

	Reading and Viewing
	Must create views. Toolbars can be cumbersome for beginners.
	

	Platforms
	Windows only
	

	Scalability
	Difficult to use with large groups, no server availability.
	

	Customization
	Numerous customization options can be difficult to navigate for beginners.
	

	Capacity
	2 gigabytes per database
	

	Security
	Access restricted at database level only.
	

	Cost
	$229
	


Now that you have compared three different database software programs, choose which program best suits the hospital’s needs and write your response below. Save the document as Chapter8_Lab1_LastName and give it to your instructor.
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