Exercise 1 A Scavenger Hunt Using Boolean Search Operators
Objectives

1.
Gain experience and familiarity with using the search engine of an Internet portal service, such as Google or Yahoo.

2.
Practice using Boolean search operators to find information on the Internet.
3. 
Evaluate effectiveness of search terms used.
3.
Practice narrowing searches to find precise information.
Activity

1. 
Open an Internet portal service such as Google or Yahoo.
1.
Write a Boolean search for each item and provide the first link that shows up in your search. Follow the example.
a. Swine Flu cases in Texas. Swine Flu AND Texas http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/swineflu/default.shtm
b. Live births in New York state in 2006.
c. Number of students enrolled in medical school in 2008.
d. Leading cause of death in your state for 20- to 24-year-old persons in your state.

e. Number of people who die from diseases other than HIV/AIDS in South Africa.
2. 

For each of the searches above, suggest at least one search that you think 



would give you better information. Explain your choice.  
3.               Save your responses in a Word Document with the file name  



Chapter8_Exercise_LastName and give it to your instructor.
Exercise 2 Creating a Database
This exercise was developed for readers who don’t have access to the Microsoft Access database program. It will give you a feel for querying a database to find information and will introduce you to the database functions offered by Excel.

Objectives

1.
Use data from online databases to answer selected questions.

2.
Identify knowledge needed to find the data.

3.
List fields available for searching.

4.
Use the data to create two Excel charts.
Activity

1.
Obtain U.S. Census data.

a. Go to http://www.census.gov/.

b. Look around this site. What do you need to know to use it? See if you can answer these questions from the data at this site. You will have to look at several different Excel documents. 

· What state do you live in?
· Where did that state rank in population in 2007?

· How many males lived in your state in 2007?
· In 2006, how many households spoke Chinese?
· In 2005, how many people were enrolled in public school?

· How many people between the ages of 18-20 voted in the 2004 election?
3.
Create two Excel charts. 
a. Go to http://www.census.gov/.

b. Click Statistical Abstracts at the bottom of the page.

c. Click Health and Nutrition on the left-side pane.

d. Click Health Insurance on the pop-up window.

e. Click Excel format for 147—Persons With and Without Health Insurance Coverage By State: 2006.
f. Save the file to your USB storage device.

g. Select the appropriate data to create a column chart of all states and the percentage (%) of people who don’t have health insurance. Place these data on their own chart sheet in Excel. 

h. Create a second chart of the total number of people in each state without insurance. Place those data on their own chart sheet in Excel.

i. Use the Sort function in Excel to find the three highest percentages and populations in your charts. Highlight that information, save your documents as Chapter8_Exercise2_1_Last Name and  Chapter8_Exercise2_2_Last Name. Give both files to your instructor. 
4. 
What did you learn?
