Exercise 1 Is Distance Learning an Option?
Objectives

1.
Determine pros and cons of distance education.
 2. 
  Decide whether distance education is an option for you.
Activity

You are considering taking an online class in pharmacology. Answer the questions below. 
1.  
Is it possible for me to take the on-campus version of this class?

_____yes

_____no
2.
Do I have access to the computer equipment and Internet that I need to


take this class?

3.
Do I really have to spend a lot of time talking with my classmates and the


instructor in order to understand the class?

4. 
How do I feel about using BlackBoard, videoconferencing, and virtual 


classrooms?

5. 
How do I feel about having all my course materials and books online?

6. 
I enjoy working independently.


_____yes


_____no

7. 
I understand the time commitment requirement to meet all the course


deadlines.


______yes


______no

8. 
My family and friends understand the time commitment requirement to  

             meet all the course deadlines.


______yes


______no

9.  
Based on your answers to the questions above, is distance education right 


for you? Why or why not?

Exercise 2 Design Your Own Online Class
1.
 Research an important health care issue in the news.
 2. 
  Design an online class that helps your classmates understand that issue.

3.
Test the effectiveness of your class design on others.
Activity
1.
 Look through newspapers and online to explore important health issues in the news. 
 2. 
  Choose an issue that is of interest to you and that you think your classmates might want to learn more about.
3.
Plan a class to help your classmates learn more about the topic. Consider the following in your planning:

a.
What do students already know about the topic?

b.
What information is available to students about the topic?

c.
How can you help students gain well-balanced knowledge of the topic?
d.
Are there any experiential learning strategies to help students understand the topic?

e.
How will you evaluate what students have learned about the topic?
4.
Write a lesson plan for your class. Be sure to include information about the following:

a.
any materials the students will need (i.e. newsprint, markers, index cards, etc.)

b.
estimated time the activity will take

c.
what students are expected to produce at the end of the lesson
5. 
If time permits, present your lesson to the class to see if it actually works. If time does not permit, have a partner give you written feedback.
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