Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 10: Mission Specific Competencies: Evidence Preservation and Sampling
Chief Concepts
· Evidence refers to all of the information that is gathered and used by an investigator in determining the cause of a hazardous materials/WMD incident.

· Responders have to consider whether the calls that they are responding to are a result of criminal activities.

· Responders must notify the appropriate local law enforcement agency as soon as practical when a hazardous materials/WMD incident occurs and work with those agencies to develop an evidence preservation and sampling plan.

· It is imperative that evidence be preserved, sampled, and collected properly so that the person responsible for the event can be identified, captured, and prosecuted or in case victims of the incident file lawsuits to claim or recover damages.

· Physical evidence consists of items that can be observed, photographed, measured, collected, examined in a laboratory, and presented in court to prove or demonstrate a point.

· Trace (or transfer) evidence consists of a minute quantity of physical evidence that is conveyed from one place to another.

· Demonstrative evidence is anything that can be used to validate a theory or to show how something could have occurred.

· Evidence used in court can be considered either direct or circumstantial.

· Evidence preservation is the process of protecting potential evidence until it can be documented, sampled, and collected appropriately.

· Evidence sampling is the process of collecting portions of a hazardous material/WMD for the purposes of field screening, laboratory testing, and, ultimately, criminal prosecution.

· The identity and purpose of all personnel who are on scene when you arrive should be documented.

· If a responder suspects that an explosive device or material is present, the appropriate explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) team should be notified immediately.

· Once the sample or actual evidence is collected, it must be placed in an appropriate container suitable for labeling, decontaminated, and transported safely and securely to the laboratory.
