Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 9: Mission Specific Competencies: Mass Decontamination
Chief Concepts
· The purpose of mass decontamination is to perform emergency decontamination quickly on a large number of victims.

· Mass decontamination can take place on any street, parking lot, or area where equipment or apparatus can be deployed with a continuous, uncontaminated water supply; environmental concerns are a secondary concern in this set-ting.

· It is important to know the nature of the contaminant to devise an effective and efficient decontamination plan. 

· There are three ways to reduce or eliminate contamination: dilution, isolation and disposal, and washing.

· Many reference sources are available to help identify hazardous materials and delineate their effects and risks.

· Crowd control will be necessary during mass decontamination.

· It is critical to evaluate the effectiveness of a mass decontamination process to avoid further complications, such as ongoing spread of the contaminant.

· Documentation and reporting is an important final step of decontamination operations because responders may be asked to provide the paperwork at a later date or to provide specific details about the event in civil or criminal proceedings. 

· Evidence preservation should be considered during the mass decontamination effort.
