Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 13: Mission Specific Competencies: Response to Illicit Laboratories
Chief Concepts
· The need for life saving and fire suppression operations should be weighed against the hazards posed to responders at an illicit laboratory scene.

· Illicit laboratories vary in size and can involve a variety of chemical processing methods.

· Upon discovery of any scene that appears to be an illicit laboratory, early identification of the hazards present will be vitally important.

· A criminal can manufacture a variety of crude chemical warfare agents in a garage or basement laboratory.

· An illicit laboratory is a crime scene. Make efforts to protect the area, properly preserve the evidence, and minimize your impact on any potential evidence.

· Coordination must occur between fire service and law enforcement agencies throughout the incident.

· Document important information as soon as possible.

· PPE selection should be based on detection and sampling results and indicators observed on scene.

· Selection and use of monitoring and detection equipment at this type of scene may vary based on the hazards identified.

· Decontamination procedures during illicit laboratory incidents often present unique challenges involving the need to de-contaminate the environment, firearms, evidence, suspects, and canines.
