Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 3: Recognizing and Identifying the Hazards
Chief Concepts
· Responders must interpret visual clues effectively to improve their ability to mitigate an incident. 
· Responders should be able to recognize the various container proﬁles and understand the general classiﬁcations of materials that may be stored inside each type of container. 
· Responders should be able to name, understand, and locate the various types of shipping papers on various modes of transportation. 
· Roadway vehicles often transport shipments from the rail station, airport, or dock to the point where the materials will ultimately be used. For this reason, responders must become familiar with all types of chemical transport vehicles. 
· When used correctly, various marking systems indicate the presence of a hazardous material and provide clues about the substance. The DOT, NFPA, HMIS, and the military have all developed marking systems speciﬁc to their level of response. 
· Responders should be able to demonstrate proﬁciency when using the Emergency Response Guidebook. 
· Responders should know how to obtain MSDS documentation from various sources, including their own department, the scene of the incident itself, or the manufacturer of the material. 
· Responders should become familiar with the locations of potential terrorist targets in their jurisdiction; the general and speciﬁc hazards of chemical, biological, and radiological agents; indicators of illicit laboratories; and basic operational guidelines for dealing with explosive events and identifying the possible indicators of secondary devices.

