Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 6: Terrorism
Chief Concepts
· Terrorism is the unlawful use of violence or threats of violence to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, to further political or social objectives. This broad definition encompasses a wide range of acts committed by different groups for different purposes.

· The goal of terrorism is to produce feelings of fear in a population or a group.

· Terrorism can occur in any community, so it is essential that responders be aware of all potential targets in their area.

· Terrorists can turn ordinary objects into weapons.

· Secondary devices are intended to explode some time after the initial device detonates.

· Weapons of mass destruction include chemical, biological, and radiological agents, as well as conventional weapons and explosives.

· As part of the response to a potential terrorism incident, it is important to be able to identify which type of agent is involved.

· When dealing with a potential terrorist-related incident, responders should establish a staging area at a safe distance from the scene and follow the direction of the incident commander.

· Interagency coordination is an important part of responding to a terrorist event.
