Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 5: Implementing the Planned Response
Chief Concepts
· The acronym SIN—which stands for Safety, Isolate, and Notify—is a good place to start when undertaking a hazardous materials response.

· Awareness level responders should ensure scene safety by setting up a barrier around the scene to keep out bystanders and those who are not properly trained or outfitted to engage in the response.

· The three levels of control zones around a hazardous materials incident are the cold zone, the warm zone, and the hot zone. The hot zone is the most contaminated; the cold zone is a safe area.

· All responders should use the buddy system, at every incident.

· A risk-based method of decision making should be employed before people are told to engage in sheltering-in-place or to evacuate from the scene of a hazardous -materials incident.

· A safety briefing informs all responders about the health hazards that are known or anticipated at the hazardous materials/WMD incident.

· It is essential for responders to be aware of the signs and symptoms of excessive-heat exposures such as heat exhaustion, heat stroke, heat stress, and dehydration. Become familiar with the cooling technologies used by your AHJ and your own physical capabilities and requirements.

· Two types of cold-temperature exposures are possible: those caused by the release of a material and those caused by the operating environment.

· The incident command system (ICS) has many benefits, including the use of common terminology, consistent organizational structure and position titles, and common incident facilities.

· The ICS can be expanded to -handle an incident of any size and complexity.

· The ICS incorporates five functions: command, operations, planning, logistics, and finance/administration.

· The incident commander (IC) is the person in charge of the incident site; he or she is responsible for all decisions relating to the management of the incident.

· The command staff consists of the safety officer, the liaison officer, and the public information officer.

· Groups and divisions are established to aggregate single resources and/or crews under one supervisor.

· A Hazardous Materials Branch consists of some or all of the following staff as needed: a hazardous -materials safety officer (assistant safety officer), an entry team, a decontamination team, a backup entry team, and a technical reference team.

· The operations level responder responds to hazardous materials incidents for the purpose of implementing or supporting actions to protect nearby persons, the environment, or property from the effects of the release.

