Hazardous Materials: Awareness and Operations

Chapter 12: Mission Specific Competencies: Victim Rescue and Recovery
Chief Concepts
· The determination of whether a rescue is feasible is not an exact science; there are no clear cut guidelines to follow.

· Rescue attempts should be based on sound information, good training, adequate personal protective gear, the availability of enough trained personnel to accomplish the task, and a reasonable expectation of a positive outcome.

· The information discovered during size-up will have a tremendous impact on whether you choose to make a victim rescue.

· As a rule, ambulatory victims are easier to rescue than nonambulatory victims.

· When considering a rescue attempt in a hazardous materials incident, use of a team consisting of at least five trained responders not including the supervisor is recommended.

· In most cases, definitive medical care is delivered outside the hot zone.

· When making a rescue attempt, always have a backup team in position and ready to respond at an instant’s notice.

· To perform a rescue properly, responders must have the appropriate equipment.

· You should learn and practice the various types of assists, carries, drags, and other techniques used to rescue people from dangerous situations.

· Everyone on the scene should know when and if an operation has transitioned from rescue mode to recovery mode.

· Always have a decontamination plan in place prior to executing the rescue attempt.
