
CONCEPT APPLICATION:
Comparing Costs of Wound Treatment Modalities

Compare the cost differences in treatment plans using traditional saline and
gauze dressings versus best practice of moist wound dressings for a stage 3 pres-
sure ulcer. The example in Table 4.9 reveals total costs of a traditional modality
for wound treatment, while Table 4.10 shows the costs of advanced dressings
associated with moist wound healing, recommended from a clinical practice
guideline.  

Table 4.9  Example: Traditional Saline and Gauze (Wet-to-Dry)
(Pressure Ulcer Stage 3 without Therapy)

Avg. reimbursement for Stage 3 pressure ulcer = $3,000 Per 60-day episode

Avg. of visit frequency BID = 14 vs./wk = 120 vs./episode

Avg. cost per discipline RN $90/vs. = $10,800 (90x120)

Avg. supply costs Wet-to-dry with saline $3 per dressing change = $360 (3x120)

Supplies included: Total Cost = $12,160
Dressing
Gloves
Irrigation syringe
Saline
Tape

Table 4.10  Example: Use of AHRQ or WOCN Clinical Practice Guideline of
Moist Wound Healing (Pressure Ulcer Stage 3 without Therapy)

Avg. reimbursement for Stage 3 pressure ulcer = $3,000 Per 60-day episode

Avg. of visit frequency 3 vs./wk = 3 vs./wk = 24 vs./episode

Avg. cost per discipline RN $90/vs. = $2,160 (90x24)

Avg. supply costs Advanced dressing $12 per dressing change = $288 (12x24)

Total Cost = $2,458
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